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“And they 


cried, The Sword of the 


Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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Meee ee Te a a 


(Based on the Prayer Life of Jesus) 


He prayed as he stood in Jordan 
To begin a mission of love; 


He prayed before the break of morn, 


For guidance from above. 
He prayed all night before*he called 
The twelve to follow him; 
He prayed beyond the close of day 
In twilight shadows dim. 


He prayed for human confidence 
For faith to be made bold; 

He prayed till heaven glorified 
His person and his goal. 

He prayed with joy at their return 
With hearts inspired and blest; 

He prayed ‘in tears to raise the dead 


And shamed the doubting guest. 


Luke 3:21 
Mark 1:35 
Luke 6:12 


Matt. 14:23 


Luke 9:18 
Luke 9:29 
Luke 10:21 
John 11:41 


He prayed and taught them how to pray 


With words to guide the way; 


Luke 11:1 


He prayed from his own troubled soul 


And cried “What can I say?” 
He prayed twice on his Knees, 
And then fell on his face; 


John 12:27 
Luke 22: 


He prayed till sweat became as drops of blood 


While drinking sin’s disgrace. 


He prayed for those about him then, 


For all as yet unborn; 


He prayed for one who stood in fear 


Beside the fire of scorn. 
He prayed “Father forgive them, 


9) +2 


Luke 


John 


Luke 


They know not what they do.” 


Luke 


He prayed at Calvary’s darkest hour, 


“Oh, Father, where aré you?” 


Mark 


He prayed at last with dying breath, 
And bowed his head in peace; 
“Into Thy hands I commend my spirit” 


And this earthly prayer life ceased. 


—Rev. J. Tillman Lake 
First Baptist Church, Campobello, S. C. 


Luke 23;46 
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THE COMFORTER 


By Charles H. Spurgeon 


Good old Simeon called Jesus the consolation of Israel; 


and so He was. Before His actual appearance, His name was 


the day-star; cheering the darkness, and prophetic of the) 


rising sun. To Him they looked with the same hope which 


cheers the nightly watcher, 


He sees the fairest of the stars, and hails her as the usher | 
of the morn. When He was on earth, He must have been the 


consolation of all those who were privileged to be His com-| 


panions. 


We can imagine how readily 
the disciples would run to Christ 
to tell Him of their griefs, and 
how sweetly, with that matchless 
intonation of His voice, He would 
speak to them and bid their fears 
be gone. Like children, they would 


consider Him as their Father; and | come unto me.” 
every groan, | 


to Him every want, 
every sorrow, every agony, 
at once be carried; and He, 


| 


have lain our weary heads upon 
the bosom of Jesus, and that our | 
birth had been in that happy era, 
when we might have heard His 
kind voice, and seen His kind look, | 
when He said, “Let the weary ones 


But now He was about to die. 


would | Great prophecies were to be ful-| 
like 


filled and great purposes were to 


a wise physician, had a balm for| be answered; therefore, Jesus must 
every wound; He had mingled a) | go. It behooved Him to suffer, that 


cordial for their every care; 
readily did He dispense 
mighty remedy to allay all the 
fever of their troubles. 


Oh! it must have been sweet to 
have lived with Christ. Surely, 
sorrows were then but joys in 
masks, because they gave an oOp- 
portunity to go to Jesus to have 
them removed. Oh! would to God, 


' some of us may say, that we could 
| 


A SIGNPOST TO CALVARY! 


By Evangelist Leslie Greening 


13 Wollaston Road, Dorchester, Dorset, England 


“And it came to pass after these things, that God did 


tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: 


Behold, here I am. And he said, Take now thy son, thine 


and he said, 


only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land 
of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt-offering upon one 
ot the mountains which I will tell thee of. And Abraham 
rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took 
two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave 
the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up, and went unto 
the place of which God had told him. Then on the third 
day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar 
off. And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here 
with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, 
and come again to you. And Abraham took the wood of the 
burnt-offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took 
the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them 
together. And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and 
said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he 
said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb 
for a burnt-offering? And Abraham said, My son, God will 
provide himself a lamb for a burnt-offering: so they went 
both of them together. And they came to the place which 
God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and 
laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him 
on the altar upon the wood. And Abraham stretched forth 
his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. And the angel 
of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abra- 
ham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. And he said, Lay 


Evonaelist Leslie Greenina 


not. thine hand upon the lad, 
neither do thou anything unto 
him: for now I know that thou 
fearest God, seeing that thou hast 
not withheld thy son, thine only 
son from me. And Abraham lifted 
up his eyes, and looked, and behold 
behind him a ram caught in a 
thicket by his horns: And Abra- 
ham went and took the ram, and 
offered him up for a burnt-offer- 
ing in the stead of his son.”—Gen. 
22:1-13. 


I want to call your attention to 
one of the best-known, as well as 
one of the best-loved, narratives of 
the Old Testament. The reason why 
I call your attention to it, how- 
éver, is not because of its natural 
attraction and fascination, but be- 
cause it constitutes one of the most 
perfect pictures of the death of 
Christ to be found anywhere in the 
Bible—hence my title “A Signpost 


to Calvary.” Here, in chapter 22 of 
Genesis we find, in type and sha- 
dow, what we often sing about in a 
familiar old hymn, “The old, old, 
story of Jesus and His love.” 

In the previous chapter there is 
the record of the birth of Isaac, 
described in simple language as if 
it were an event of small import- 
ance, yet there was something 
about the birth of Abraham’s child 
which made the event momentous, 
for this was the child of promise 
from whom was to spring a pos- 
terity numberless as the stars and 
multitudinous as the sands of the 
shore. The birth of Isaac was, in 
many respects, one of the most im- 
portant events in Old Testament 
history, and it had long been fore- 
told and expected. 

For many years Abraham’s faith 
had been sorely tried in waiting for 
the promised heir,: but at length 
the child is born, and there was 
great joy in the father’s heart. We 
know, do we not, what great hopes 
center in every child. Every parent, 
worthy of the name, has fond hopes 
and expectations for their children. 
The writer remembers with what 
strange feelings he held his first- 
born son.in his arms and how, as 
he gazed down on the little bundle 


| of potential good or evil, a fervent 


prayer went up to God that He 
who had given life would accept it 
back again, and, if it could please 
Him, make this lad a flaming evan- 
gelist to carry the Gospel to multi- 
tudes. Over fifteen years have 


passed since then, and God, in His 


great mercy, has led that lad to a 
saving knowledge of Himself, and 
a few weeks before this sermon was 
written, the writes had the inex- 
pressible joy of hearing his lad give 
a public testimony for Christ at a 
youth rally for the first time. 


(Continued on page 8) 


and| He might be made a propitiation 
some | for our sins. It behooved Him to) 
| Mont- Joli, then southeast to Monc- 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Rev. Charles H. Spurgeon 


| revival, 


THE 


eviton’s NOLES 


by John R. Rice 


Although the editor is away in 
all personal mail to him 
should be addressed to The Sword 
of the Lord, 214 W. Wesley Street, 


| Wheaton, Illinois. 
when from the lonely castle-top | 


By Train to Canadian 
Maritime Provinces 
On Thursday night, October 9, 


our party took a train at Chicago 


for Moncton, New Brunswick. 
|With me were Mrs. Rice and sec- 
retary, Miss Viola Walden. We— 
left the Dearborn Street Station 
at 8:00 p.m. on the Canadian Na- 
tional Railroad. The next morn- 
ing we were in Toronto, just had 


'time to change trains for Mont- 


real. We arrived at Montreal about 
7:00 p.m. Friday night, had time 
to check our bags with the red 
cap and eat in the restaurant sta- 
tion, then on to another Canadian 
National train through Quebec, on 
up the St. Lawrence River to 


:| Quebec provinces, 
‘|New Brunswick. Here we are on 


ton, near the Bay of Fundy. Thus 
we travelled through Ontario and 
and most of 


Atlantic Standard Time, one hour 
further East than New York City 
and Boston. On the train at odd 
hours I hooked up my dictating 
machine in a Pullman bedroom, 
and again in the Men’s Lounge 
of the train, and dictated some 


fifty letters. 


We enjoyed the beautiful St. 
Lawrence River, and the autumn 
foliage is beautiful beyond descrip- 
tion. We arrived at Moncton at 
2:30 p.m. Saturday, October 11, 
are happily settled in an apart- 
ment here for the three weeks’ 
revival campaign sponsored by a 
number of Moncton churches. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Christians Ought to Vote! 


By the 


Editor 


This is the last issue of The Sword of the Lord before 
the national presidential eleCtion. We urge every Christian 
who is eligible to vote, that he go to the polls and cast a 
Christian vote. We hope that pastors will earnestly urge 
their people to vote, as a Christian duty. 


Many Scriptures Teach Active 
Participation in Government 

Moses, the greatest character in 
the Old Testament, certainly one 
of the greatest men of God ever 
to live on the earth, was law-giver 
and ruler of the nation Israel. Da- 
vid, the greatest of the kings of 
Israel was an inspired prophet, 
was a human ancestor of the Lord 
Jesus and a type of Christ. He 
and his son, King Solomon, given 
wisdom from Heaven, reigned over 
Israel at the nation’s mightiest 
expanse. 

Even in captivity, Daniel was 
governor and prime minister -un- 
der the reign of fiye world em- 
perors, was one of the purest 
characters in’the Bible. Nehemiah 
ruled the reconstructed city of 
Jerusalem. Hezekiah and Josiah 
are great examples of godly kings. 

God is interested in human king- 
doms. In fact, we are clearly 
taught that King Nebuchadnezzar 
was put on his throne and direc- 
ted by the hand of God. 


“But when his heart was lift- 
ed up, and his mind hardened 


in pride, he was deposed from 


his kingly throne, and they took 
his glory from him: And he was 
driven from the sons of men; 
and his heart was made like 
the beasts, and his dwelling 
was with the wild asses: they 
fed him with grass like oxen, 
and his body was wet with the 
dew of heaven; till he knew 
that the most high God ruled 
in the kingdom of men, and that 
he appointed over it whomso- 


ever he will.”’—Dan. 5:20, 21. 


Notice the statement that “the 
most high God ruled in the king- 
dom of men, and that he appoint- 
eth over it whomsoever he will.” It 
is foolish to suppose that God is in- 
different to governments on earth, 


In Romans 13 we are taught 
that “the powers that be are or- 
dained of God,” that rulers are the 
ministers of God to whom we are 
to be subject for conscience sake. 
We are elsewhere taught to pray 
for kings and governors, to pay 
taxes, to obey the laws. 


In America the people rule. Eve- 
ry president, every governor and 


(Continued on page 4) 
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Che New Kevised 
Standard Version 


STATEMENT OF DR. CARL McINTIRE, PRESIDENT OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN 
CHURCHES, CONCERNING THE PUBLICATION 
OF THE NEW REVISED STANDARD 
VERSION OF THE BIBLE 


The new Revised Standard Bible, just issued by the) 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U. S. A., 


should not be accepted by the Christian public for use in| 
public or private worship or devotions. The meetings set up| 
across the United States to celebrate the issuing of this) 
Bible have been arranged without the people having an op-| 
portunity to examine the book itself. We have just examined | 
the text and there are sufficient reasons why the King James | 
Version should not be discarded by the churches in favor of | 


the new. These reasons include: 


1. The teaching of the virgin 
birth of Christ, a fundamental doc- 
trine of the Christian faith, has 
been eliminated from the text of 
the Old Testament. The famous 
passage used so much at Christmas 
time, Isaiah 7:14, deletes the word 
“virgin” and substitutes “a young 
woman.” The glory of the predic- 
tive prophecy in this Isaiah pas-« 
cage, delivered 750 years before 
Christ and specifically said to be 
fulfilled by the virgin in Matthew 
1:23 as spoken by the Lord through 
the prophets, has been destroyed. 
All the other translations—the Sep- 
tuagint, the King James Version, 
the English Revised Version of 
4881, the American Standard Ver- 
sion of 1901—had the word “vir- 
gin” in fidelity to the Hebrew text. 
This is a tragic flaw which destroys 
the usefulness of the book for God's 
people. 

2. There is no distinction made 
in the text between the actual 
translation of the Greek and He- 
brew and the words added by the 
translators themselves. In the King 
James Version this is indicated by 
italics, No Christian can permit 
his faith and his soul’s welfare to 
rest in a book which makes no 
distinction between what man has 
added and what God has given. 
There are hundreds of such in- 
stances in the new Bible. 

3. The new Bible is copyrighted 
by the National Council of 
Churches. The King James Version 
is copyrighted by no one and be- 
longs to the entire Christian church. 
Any Bible that should receive uni- 
versal acceptance must belong to 
all the people of God regardless of 
how they may interpret it. 

4. Possession of cOpyright means 
¢hat the National Council controls 
the use which is made of this Bible 
in Sunday school lessons and num- 
erous other ways, besides receiv- 
ing profits from the sale of the 
Bible in order to aid their own in- 
terests. 

5. The publicity in behalf of this 
00k offers it as an “official” Pro- 
estant Bible. In the very nature 
of the Protestant faith it is impos- 
sible to have any “authority” issue 


| 


an “official” ‘book. The King | 
James Version has won universal 
approval because of the merits of | 
the book itself, and it is on this | 
level alone that the new NCC Bible | 
must stand in the judgment of 
Protestants throughout the world. 


6. The NCC Bible is the product | 
of liberal or mOdernist scholarship. | 
The committee which prepared the 
text is listed on the back flap of 
the jacket. It is headed by Dr. 
Luther A. Weigle, former head of 
Yale Divinity School. Not a single 
conservative, fundamental scholar 
is lisited among the committee. 


7. The preface, which concludes 
by giving an estimate of the Bible, 
fails to say that the Bible is the 
Word of God or has been historic- 
ally accepted as the Word of God | 
by the great evangelical churches. 
It in no way represents the book 


|as being inspired or the infallible | 


Word of the living God. The state- | 
ment is an expression of the cur- | 
rent modernist or neo-orthodox | 
view concerning the Scriptures, and 
represents a viewpoint which those 
who hold the orthodox and funda- | 
mental position cannot accept. | 


By this book the authority of the | 
Bible is undermined, while the au- 
thority of the National Council of 
Churches is sought to be elevated. 


Although there are a few English 
words whose meanings have chang- 
ed since the King James Version 
was isSded and although some ad- 
ditional manuscript information 
has come to light, the use of such 
as an appeal to secure the accept- 
ance by the Christian world of this | 
new Bible can never be sufficient | 
to justify the ignoring of the way 
in which the Word of God has been 
tampered with and obscured in the 
new translation. 


| 


The King James Version, woven | 
into the hearts and memories of 
millions, must continue to have | 
first place in the English-speaking 
world until the day when a faith- | 
ful translation, honoring the He- 
brew and Greek text and including | 
the changes in meaning of the few | 
English words, may be forthcoming. | 
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inewed. Yet 


| Lorp renewed. 


keenly screened. Unless the article 
to be paid is of great importance, 


\sages from the Word 


A Bad Mistake 


In the September 26th 
SWORD OF THE LORD, bot- 
tom of page 3, in the article on 
“Russellism, or Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses,” a typographical error 
caused Dr. James M. Gray, 4s 
quoted by Wm. C. Irvine, to 
say, “In the first place, the 
New Testament teaches that 
death does mean extinction of 
being.” That is exactly the op- 
posite of what Dr. Gray said 
and what we believe. The New 
Testament teaches that death 
does NOT mean extinction of 


being. Those who think that | 
death means annihilation and | 
ceasing to be would have to || 
teach that Jesus Christ ceased 
to be when He died on the 
cross. Russellism is wrong. 
Death does not mean annihila- 
tion in the Bible. 


The Letters I 
Couldn't 


Answer! 


By Grace Rice MacMullen 


: 


These three letters have been 
on my desk a week. How can I 
answer them? They want THE | 
Sworp oF THE Lorp, but cannot | 
pay for it. The Ministers and Mis- | 
sionaries Fund is constantly being | 
depleted by requests from worthy | 


‘people who need and want THE) 


SworD OF THE LorpD. Since these 
have had a chance to receive the 


‘paper for a while, maybe their 


' 


subscription should not be re- 
how can we refuse | 
them a paper which contributes 
so much blessing to these so far) 
away? | 

Maybe you can help me answer 
the letters—somehow I feel it) 
should be with a glad “Yes”! Here | 
they are: | 

“In answer to your letters I) 
deeply regret to inform you that, | 
in spite of my eagerness and ef-| 
forts, I could not make my sub-| 


scription to THE SWORD OF THE) 
' 


“T have tried my best but to. 
no avail, for sending our local | 
currency to foreign countries is | 


2 ———Ew 


it would not be allowed. In fact 


.our imports are limited even. So 


I hope you understand me. I like | 
the paper very much but I can't 
help it. | 

“Hence, I’m very grateful and | 
regardant to the soul, unknown | 


'to me, of whose kindness and be- | 


nevolence my subscription to THE | 


| Sworp OF THE LORD was made pos- 
sible for one year. May the Good 


Lord be with you al] always.” | 
Casimiro R. Marquez 
Rizal, Philippines. | 

%: co * 

“I praise the Lord for your | 
paper for it is a soul-winning pa- | 
per, and has taught me much. | 

“You have supplied me rich mes- | 
of God, | 
which has come to me from time | 
to time, which was just given to | 
me free of charge, and so I praise | 
God for it. | 

“As far as Christian magazines | 
are concerned, I am just living) 
by grace, they are just sent to 
me by God’s people, and you are 
one of those. 

“IT am receiving just a small 
amount from my church which I 
am pastoring, and so I could not 
afford to subscribe. 

“Last time the Lord provided me 
money, and so what I did, I bought 
several books of Dr. Rice, and now 
I plan again to buy The Home 
as the Lord provides the money.” 

Tiburcio R. Gabo 
Cuyo, Palawan, Philippines 
K % a 


“I was a keen reader of THE 
SworD OF THE LorpD, a weekly 
newspaper edited by Evangelist 
John R. Rice. I had been aware 
of the fact that my subscription 
had expired and had tried every 
way possible to get International 
Money Order to send to you. You 
are aware, no-doubt, of the fact 
that our British Postal Orders are 
not negotiable in’ America. One 
often finds a tough time with the 
Authorities before one can be 
issued an International Money Or- 
der, and in many cases with no 
success. at all! I am often times 
extremely worried to miss the' 


Nf om oe 
‘S 7 a* 7 > > 


“, .. the word of the Lord. . . Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts,.”—Zech. 4:6 


By D. A. (Scotchie) McCall 
Minister of Revival Promotion 


Sword of the Lord Foundation 


i a ee 


ve 


a 
er 


GOD’S WORD TO THE LOST 


All in sin:—‘‘None righteous, no, 


repent, ye shall all likewise per- 
ish” (Luke 13:3). 


2. Turn to Jesus—‘“As many as 


| Conditions 


not one” (Rom. 3:10-20). ; tus 
1. By nature—“Born in sin” received him” (John 1:12; Acts 
(Psa. 51:5). “Children of wrath” 16:31). 
(Eph. 2:3). 3. Trustfully—“‘Able to keep” 
2. By choice—‘‘Loved darkness (II Tim. 1:12; John 6:47; Rom. 
rather than light” (John 3:19; 10:4). 
Isa. 53:6). Delay is dangerous:—‘“Thou fool, 
3. By practice—‘“All have sin- this night thy soul” (Luke 12:20). 
ned” (Rom. 3:23; Matt. 12:30; 1. Today—‘“Now is the accepted 
James 4:17). time” (II Cor. 6:2). 


Consequences sure:—‘The wages 
of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). 
1. Condemned _ already — ‘“‘Be- 
cause he hath not believed’ 
(John 3:18; Gal. 3:10). 
2. Under wrath—‘The wrath of 
God abideth on him” (John 3: 
36; Rom. 2:5). 
3. Death—“Worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched” (Mark 


9:48: Jas. 1.15; II Thess. 1:9). 
Cannot save self:—‘‘He that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned” 
(Mark 16:16). 

1. Not by works__“By grace are 

ye saved, not of works” (Eph. 

2:8, 9). 

2. Not by baptism—‘“Without 

shedding of blood is no remis- 

sion” (Heb. 9:22). 


3. Not by conduct—‘“Then Christ 
is dead in vain” (Gal. 2:16, 21; 
Acts 13:39). 
Salvation for  all:—‘‘Whosoever 
believeth” (Acts 10:43). 
1. God's desire—‘‘Not willing 
that any should perish” (II Pet. 
3:9). 
2. God’s proof 
(John 3:16). 
(Rom. 5:8), 
3. God’s' plan—‘None other 
name” (Acts 4:12: Rom. 10:4; 
John 5:24). 
Come as you are:—‘“Though your 
sins be scarlet” (Isa. 1:18). 
1. Saves sinners—“‘Of whom I 
am chief” (I Tim. 1:15; Luke 
19:10). 
2. Ungodly 
whole need 
(Matt. 9:12). 
3. Uttermost—‘“‘Able to save” 
(Heb. 7:25; Phil. 1:6; Jude 24). 
simple :—‘“‘Repentance 
toward God, faith toward Christ” 
(Acts 20:21). 
1. Turn from sin—‘Except 


‘Gave only Son” 
“Christ died” 


that be 
a physician” 


“They 
not 


ye 


fascinating copies of THE Sworp. 
I know $2.50 is a little above 
10 shillings which we use in this 
country, and I am sure I would, 
without financial strain, send the 


| full amount to you immediately 


I received notice of the expira- 
tion of my account. This is indeed 
a very sad case and I would re- 
ciprocate your help most heartily. 
If you will negotiate and accept 
British Postal Orders, please in- 
form me immediately, preferably 
by air and I will not hesitate to 
send full payment at once! 

“I understand from a London 
friend that some people from 
your country who trade with us 
Nigerians, often have their rep- 
resentatives in London who will 
upon receipt of postal orders, 
change into the acceptable medium 
of exchange in your country. Can 
you make such arrangements to 
help me through? 


“At times I feel to buy Dr. 
Rice’s most fascinating and cap- 
tivating books but these discrep- 
ancies have my feelings thwarted. 
If the barrier is broken, how very 
pleased I would be! 


“I think I have now explained 
myself enough and trust you will 
render every assistance possible. 
I am worried without the 
“Sword”! I like to read it! I want 
to read it! Can I hear from you 
soon?” 

S. P. Inoyo 
Eket District, West Africa 


2. Cut down—“Why cumbereth 
it the ground” (Luke 13:7). 
3. No escape—“If we neglect” 
(Heb. 2:3; Matt. 25:10; Prov. 
29:1). 
Evidences of salvation:—‘If ye 
love me, keep my commandments” 
(John 14:15). 
1. Confess Jesus—“Whosoever 
Shall confess me” (Matt. 10:32; 
Rom. 10:9). 
2. Obey Jesus 
command you” 
John 2:4). 
o. Follow Jesus—‘Follow 
(Matt. 16:24; 
I John 3:16). 


GOD’S WORD TO THE 
SAVED 

Jesus paid the full penalty for 
you:—‘“Who his own self bare 
our sins in his own body on the 
tree” (I Pet. 2:24; I Cor. 15:3). 

His righteousness now is placed to 
your credit:—“‘“Made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption’® 
(I Cor. 1:30; Rom. 10:4). 

Confess Him as your Saviour and 
Lord:—“If thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus” 
(Rom. 10:9). “Confess me before 
men” (Matt. 10:32). 

Follow Jesus in baptism:—‘Bap- 
tized of John in Jordan” (Mark 
1:9). “Buried with him in bap- 
tism, wherein also ye are risen 
with him” (Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4). 

Worship: with His people:—‘Not 
forsaking the assembling of our- 
selves together” (Heb. 10:25). 
“The first day of the week” 
(John 20:19; Acts 20:7; Rev. 1:- 
10). 

Contribute 


—“‘Whatsoever I 
(John 15:14: I 


me”’ 
28:19; Luke 6:46; 


as God _ prospers:— 


“Upon the first day of the 
week” (I Cor. 16:2). “Tithes 
and offerings” (Mal. 3:8). “A- 


bound in this grace also” (II 
Cor. 8:7). 

Study the Bible daily:—‘‘For doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction” (II Tim. 3:16). 
“Daily” (Acts 17:11). “Study to 
Shew thyself approved” (II Tim. 
2:15). 

Confess to God every sin:—‘If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us” (I John 
1:9). “Abundantly pardon” (Isa, 
00:7; Psa. 51:17). 

In case of doubt, take safe place: 
—‘He that doubteth—whatso- 
ever is not of faith is sin” (Rom. 
14:23; I Cor. 6:12; 8:12; 10:23, 
31). 

Practice the presence of Christ: 
—“T will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee’’-(Heb. 13:5). “With 
you alway” (Matt. 28:20; 18:20). 


(Continued on page 10) 
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Page Three 


Whosoever and Whatsoever When You Pray 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


“And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in 
God. For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say 
unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into 
the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe 
that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall 
have whatsoever he saith. Therefore I say unto you, What 
things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive 
them, and ye shall have them.”’—Mark 11:22-24. 

The Saviour spent the nights, during His last week be- 
fore His crucifixion, at Bethany, near Jerusalem. We suppose 
He and the apostles were entertained in the home of Mary, 
Martha, and Lazarus, who loved Him so well. In the morn- 
ings they would walk into Jerusalem where Jesus would 
teach in the porches of the temple. On one such day Jesus 
had seen a fig tree afar off with leaves, but seeking fruit 
He found none, and put a curse upon the fig tree. The next 
morning as they came by, Peter saw that the fig tree was 
withered away. Then Jesus gave the Scripture above. In 
effect Jesus was saying, “I cursed the fig tree as a sign of the 
power that a Christian may have in faith. You may have 
such faith and see such wonderful answers to prayer, too, if 


you will.” 


In this striking passage we have 
the clear promise of Jesus that if 
one has faith in God, ‘‘whosoever,”’ 
that is, anybody in the world, may 
ask for “whatsoever,” anything he 
desires, and in answer to faith, 
receive it. 

I believe that this brief passage 
of Scripture may have been used 
of God more to encourage me to 
pray and trust God for direct and 
wonderful answers to prayer than 
any other passage in the Bible. 
May the Lord make it such a 
blessing to all who read. 


I. The Command, “Have 
Faith in God” 

The command of Jesus here, 
“Have faith in God,” is as definite 
as the command, ‘Thou shalt not 
steal,” or any other command of 
the Bible. Not to obey this com- 
mand is a sin. There is a holy ob- 
ligation upon Christians to have 
faith in God. . 

Once when a rookie soldier in 
the infantry in World War I, I 
was given temporary command of 
a squad, and was set to drilling 
these awkward, new soldiers as 
acting corporal over seven other 
men. We marched, tried to do 
“Squad, right!” and, “Squad, left!,” 
practiced the salute, practiced 
lining up by “right dress!,” prac- 
ticed the about-face, practiced 
starting the march on the left 
foot, etc. The captain visited var- 
jous squads on the parade ground. 
When he approached our squad, 
I hastily called, ‘“Halt!,” and our 
rookie squad shuffled to a stop 
and tried to line up. The captain 
ordered one man to button the 
pocket flap on his blouse, told 
me to hold my head up if I were 
going to be a non-com, and gave 
other instructions. He asked why 
I had given the wrong orders, 
and I explained that I was scared. 
After final instructions, he turned 
to leave, and I saluted smartly 
and said, “Thank you, sir!” 


He turned and looked me 
through quietly with stern, grey 
eyes and said, “Don’t thank me. 
I’m not giving advice. Those are 
orders!” Then he walked away. 

Jesus Christ is not simply giv- 
ing advice. He does not say that 
it would be nice if we had faith, 
or that He would prefer that we 
have faith. He strictly commands, 
“Have faith in God.” So, at the 
very beginning we should remem- 
ber that lack of faith is sin. 

It seems the one thing we can 
do that honors God the most is 
to trust Him; to depend upon 
Him to keep His promises. Heb- 
rews 11:6 tells us, “But without 
faith it is impossible to please 
him: for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that 
he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him.” Since one 
cannot please God without faith, 
how seriously we must take this 
command of Christ to “have faith 
in God”! 

Wicked unsaved men have some- 
times said to me, “Can I help it 
if I can’t have any confidence in 
the Bible and in Christ? I have 
a rational mind. The scientific 
facts I know, the evidence I have, 
make it impossible to have Chris- 
tian faith.” 

They were mistaken. Faith is 
commanded and faith may be had. 
It is not education that brings 
infidelity and unbelief, but sin. 


This is what the Saviour says 
about unbelief. 

“He that believeth on him 
is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned al- 
ready, because he hath not be- 
lieved in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. And this is 
the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil. 
For every one that doeth evil 
hateth the light, neither cometh 
to the light, lest his deeds should 
be reproved. But he that doeth 
truth cometh to the light, that 
his deeds may be made manifest, 
that they are wrought in God.” 
—John 3:18-21. 

There is a moral wickedness in 
unbelief. It is not that men cannot 
believe—but that they will not be- 
believe. Men who choose to come 
to Christ find that they can trust 
Him. Men who will not come do 
not believe, but it is the result 
of their own wicked choice. Men 
who love their sins do not come 
to Christ because they do not 
want their sin rebuked. 

Jesus gave a blessed promise 
on this matter of faith. “If any 
man willeth to do his will, he shall 
know of the teaching, whether it 
is of God, or whether I speak from 
myself” (John 7:17, R.V.). If any- 
one in his heart wants to do the 
will of God, God will enable him 
to find the truth, and to learn to 
depend upon God’s word. Faith 
is possible to anybody who has 
a heart to believe. 

So there is a moral guilt of sin 
and wickedness in all unbelief. 

In fact, the Scripture plainly 
says in Romans 14:23 that “what- 
soever is not of faith is sin.” 

I beg you, do not regard lightly 
the unbelief in your heart. It is 
a wicked sin. It is the product of 
other sin. That unbelief is hateful 
to God and is disobedience to His 
plain command. 


How Precious Is Faith! 


How precious is faith in God’s 
sight! Again and again the Scrip- 
ture tells us that faith is the way 
to have one’s prayers answered, 
the way to have anything needed. 
In this passage Jesus plainly said 
that ‘“‘whosoever shall say unto 
this mountain, Be thou removed, 
and be thou cast into the sea; and 
shall not doubt in his heart, but 
shall believe that those things 
which he saith shall come to pass; 
he shall have whatsoever he saith” 
(Mark 11:23). Let us not minimize 
the promise nor explain it away. 
Jesus had worked a physical mir- 
acle in the cursing of the fig tree. 
He doubtless meant to include 
even physical miracles in this 
blessed promise of faith. I do not 
believe that the moving of a 
mountain would often be in the 
will ~of God, or that God would 
often give faith in the heart for 
it. But there is no shadow of doubt 
that, if we take Jesus at His word, 
He meant exactly what He said, 
and that there is nothing too hard 
for God to do in answer to the 
cry of believing prayer. 

Again in Mark 11:24, 
text, Jesus said, 

“Therefore I say unto you, 

What things soever ye desire, 


in our 


when ye pray, believe that ye ss 


receive them, and ye shall have 
them.” 
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One who believes when he 
prays, may receive whatsoever he 
desires and definitely asks in faith. 

The same kind of promise is 
often given. In Mark 9:23, we 
read, 

“Jesus said unto him, If thou 
canst believe, ali things are pos- 
sible to him that believeth.” 
In Matthew 21:22 Jesus said, 

“And all things, whatsoever ye 
shall ask in prayer, believing, 
ye shall receive.” 

In Matthew 17:20, we find that 
Jesus told the disciples, 

‘“.. If ye have faith as a grain 
of mustard seed, ye shall say 
unto this mountain, Remove 
hence to yonder place; and it 
shall remove; and nothing shall 
be impossible unto you.” 

To the Syrophoenician woman 
who persisted in prayer for her 


devil-possessed daughter, Jesus 
said, 

-““ .. woman, great is thy 
faith: be it unto thee even as thou 
wilt. ..”—Matt. 15:28. 


To the two blind men who fol- 
lowed Jesus, begging for mercy, 


Jesus asked, “Believe ye that I 
am able to do this?” And when 
they answered, “Yea, Lord,’ He 


touched their eyes saying, “Ac- 
cording to your faith be it unto 
you,” and healed them. 

Oh, faith is the way to have 
things from God! Faith is that 
great ingredient for our prayers 
that will always make them reach 
Heaven and cause the Father to 
smile with joy and answer. With- 
out faith we cannot please God. 
Whatever is not of faith is sin. 
All things are possible to him 
that believeth. 


II. How to Have Faith In God 


How then may we have -faith 
in God? Surely what we ought 
to do, we can do. If Jesus com- 
mands us to have faith in God, 
and if unbelief is a sin, there must 
be ways in which we may grow the 
faith which pleases God and which 
leads to the answer to our prayers. 

First, faith grows as we come 
to know the Word of God. In 
Romans 10:17, we learn, “So then 
faith cometh by hearing, and hear- 
ing by the word of God.” When 
that verse was written, not one 
out of twenty could read, and 
there were no books except hand- 
copied manuscripts, very precious. 
Most people who learned the Bible 
learned it by hearing. But wheth- 
er in hearing others read, or read- 
ing for one’s self, faith comes from 
the Word of God. 


Faith means taking God up on 
His promises. Faith means risking 
God to do what He said He would 
do. But how can I risk God to 
do something for me when I do 
not know whether that is what He 
promised to do or not? How can I 
trust God for this or that when 
I do not know enough about God 
to — whether that is according 
to His nature, according to His 
will, according to His promise? 
I must read the Bible to know 
what God has promised to do. I 
must read the Bible to see what 
He has done for others. I must 
read the Bible and meditate there- 
in much, to know what God is like 
and what His holy and merciful 
nature requires Him to do for His 
children. As I learn the Bible, I 
learn what I may depend upon God 
to do. 


Once I was threatened severely 
by denominational leaders who 
urged that if I did not stop my 
fight against evolution which em- 
barrassed some denominational 
leaders and programs, that I 
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Evangelist John R. Rice 


would be blackballed by the de- 
nomination, that 1 could not se- 
cure revival services, that I could 
not educate my children, that my 
ministry would be a failure. But 
I had read in the blessed Word of 
God where three Hebrew children 
had been threatened with the 
fiery furnace if they did not bow 
down to the great statue of Ne- 
buchadnezzar, sixty-six cubits 
high, in the plain of Dura. These 
Hebrew children believed God; 
and when they were cast into the 
fiery furnace, they were unharm- 
ed. Their bonds were burned 
off, but.not even the smell of 
smoke: was found on their gar- 
ments. And One like the Son of 
man came and walked with them 
in the fiery furnance! How that 
strengthened my faith! 

And if you are greatly tried, 
I suggest that you see what God 
did for David when he faced Go- 
liath in faith; what God did for 
the city of Jerusalem in the days 
of Hezekiah and Isaiah, when 
Sennacherib’s army surrounded 
the city and threatened its utter 
destruction. I suggest that you 
see what God did for Daniel when 
he faithfully went to pray three 
times a day at his open window 
toward Jerusalem, and was cast 
into the lions’ den. Faith comes 
by the blessed Word of God. 


All the great men of faith have 
been men who loved and meditated 
much on the Bible. George Muller, 
Hudson Taylor, D. L. Moody, R. 
A. ‘Torrey—these men learned 
their faith from the Word of God. 


There is another way to increase 
our faith and give us confidence 


keeps His promises. 


ple to do. In Malachi 3:10 He 
says to the Israelites, 


“Bring ye all the tithes into 
the storehouse, that there may 
be meat in mine house, and 
prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lord of hosts, if I will not 
open you the windows of heav- 
en, and pour you out a bless- 
ing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it.’ 


Here the Lord says He has 
promised to bless those who trust 
Him with the tithe and offering, 
and He invites everyone to prove 
Him and see if He will not do 
what He said. I long ago tried 
God out on the tithing question. 
I found that one is certainly safe 
to give to God, for God always 
gives back more than we could 
give Him. We do not bring ani- 
mal sacrifices to a temple at Jer- 
usalem, it is true; but surely God 
wants us to love Him as much 
and give as much to His cause as 
Jews were encouraged to bring 
to the Levitical priesthood at Jer- 
usalem. And I have found that it 
works. Anybody who tries God out 
with tithes and offerings, lov- 
ingly given in obedience to God’s 
plan, will find that it pays and 
will find their faith increased. 

So a Christian needs to try out 
the promises of God and prove 
God. I think that it is of greatest 
importance for a Christian to take 
the simple promises of the Bible 
at face value, and put them to 
the test. Will God help me to win 
a soul if I go with tears and with 
the Word of God as is promised 
in Psalm 126:6? Well, I have tried 
it and found that God goes with 
the broken-hearted soul winner 
who with holy compassion goes 
to take the Gospel to sinners, us- 
ing the Word of God. And my 
faith has greatly increased by 


| proving God on this matter. 


Likewise, I have tried God out 


| again and again on His prayer 
|promises. When my book, Prayer 


—Asking and Receiving was writ- 
ten, I praised God that some $38,- 
000 had been given for the spread 
of the Gospel in literature. That 
seemed very wonderful to me then, 


*=\and indeed it does now. But last 


year the Sword of the Lord Foun- 
dation, of Which I am president and 
for which I am responsible before 
the world, used over $400,000 in 
getting out the Gospel in print. 
I find it as easy now to trust the 
Lord in a subscription campaign 
for 50,000 subscriptions as I once 
found it to trust’ Him for 5,000 


subscriptions. I find it as easy to 


That is what God asked His peo- | 
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trust God now for a weekly pay- 
roll of $2,000 and more as I once 
did to pay $100 a week or $50 a 
week. You see, one’s faith grows 
as he tries God and proves God. 
Do you want your faith to grow?, 
Men set out to obey the Bible 
in simple faith and ask God to 
prove Himself. A holy boldness 
in prayer comes to those who give 
God a chance to prove Himself, 
to make good His promises. 

A third way to grow in faith is 
to seek out our sins, confess them, 
and forsake them. For sin itself 


is back of all unbelief. “This is 
the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men 


loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil,” 
said Jesus in John 3:19. He was 
explaining why “he that believeth 


not the Son is condemned al- 
ready,” in the preceding, verse 
Sin. keeps one from trusting the 
Lord. 


Another very clear Scripture on 
this is I John 3:19-22, which says, 
“And hereby we know that 
we are of the truth, and shall 
assure our hearts before him, 
For if our heart condemn us, 
God is greater than our heart, 
and knoweth all things. Beloved, 
if our heart condemn us nof, 
then have we confidence toward 
God. And whatsoever we ask, 
we receive of him because we 
keep his commandments, and @o 
those things that are pleasing 
in his sight.” 

Our hearts condemn us when 
we know that we have sin uncon- 
fessed, unforsaken. But we have 
sweet assurance when we come to 
God knowing that we have honest- 
ly turned our back upon our sins, 
have faced them, have confessed 
them, have tried to make resti- 
tution for wrong, and have nothe- 
ing to hinder between us and God. 
“If our heart condemn us not, 


when we pray. That is to try God| then have we confidence toward 
out, prove Him, and see that He God. And whatsoever we ask, we 


receive of him, because we keep 
his commandments, and do those 
things that are pleasing in his 
sight” (I John 3:21, 22). That does 
not mean that our answers ito 
prayer are gained by our merit. 
But it does mean that faith grows 
by an honest confession and for- 
saking of sin so that our sense 
of guilt is taken away and can- 
not hinder our confidence and our 
assurance that God hears us: 

It is not surprising that follow- 
ing the blessed passage in Mark 
11:22-24, which we are studying 
today, that Jesus said, 

“And when ye stand praying, 
forgive, if ye have ought against 
any: that your Father also 
which is in heaven may forgive 
you your trespasses. But if ye 
do not forgive, neither will your 
Father which is in heaven for~ 
give your’ trespasses.”—Mark 
11:25,26. 

Jesus commanded us to have 
faith in God, then warned us that 
we must forgive others, must re 
store fellowship where we have al- 
lowed it to be broken, in order to 
have faith in God. Sin is a great 
deterrent to faith. If you have trou- 
ble trusting God about daily needs, 
about the salvation of:some loved 
one, I suggest that you earnestly 
search your heart and ask the 
blessed Spirit of God to show you 
wherein you have grieved God and 
what hinders your assurance be- 
fore Him. 


There is a fourth element in 
the growth of faith, I think. Faith 
is a gift of the Holy Spirit. I Co 
rinthians 12:8, 9 says, 

“For to one is given by the 
Spirit the word of wisdom; to 
another the word of knowledge 
by the same Spirit: To another 
faith by the same Spirit; to an- 
other gifts of healing by the 
same Spirit.” 

Faith is a gift of the Spirit. 
That means that one who walks 
in the Spirit does not grieve the 
Spirit by sin, does not quench 
the Spirit by rebellion. One who, 
day by day, follows the quiet lead- 
ing of the Spirit is more likely 
to have the gift of faith which 
comes from the Spirit. 

Last of all, I think we may 
properly pray, as the disciples did, 
“Lord, increase our faith’ (Luke 
17:5). I do not believe that God 
will increase our faith if we neg- 
lect the means which He has pro- 
vided. But when one earnestly 
seeks to know from the Bible what 
are God’s promises and what God 
wants to do; when one proves 
God by taking the promises and 
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Christians Ought to Vote! 


(Continued from page 1) 


other important officers are put in 
by vote of the people. Therefore, 
the plain command of God that 
“he that ruleth” should do it “with 
diligence” (Rom. 12:8), refers to 
every voter. Every Christian voter 
should be diligent in helping to 
rule his. country. 


It is true that the kingdoms of 
this world will perish. It is true 
that mankind is a fallen race, and 
we will have no perfect govern- 
ment, no perfect civilization on 
earth. It is true that Christ Him- 
self will one day come and cast 
down all the kingdoms of the 
earth, and set up His own king- 
dom. But meantime God has given 
Christian men authority to rule in 
their own homes, authority to rule 
over their own workers, and au- 
thority to help rule in democratic 
countries where the vote is su- 
preme. Christians ought to vote! 
They ought to vote prayerfully 
and with good principles. 


x00d Christians Ought to Be 
Good Christians in Secular 
Matters 

some Christians believe that it 
is right to be interested only in 
what they call “spiritual things.” 
But they are wrong. We are com- 
manded, “Whether therefore ye 
eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of God” (I Cor. 
10:31). A Christian should work 
to the glory of God, should eat to 
the glory of God, drink to the glo- 
ry of God, rest to the glory of 
God, and vote and take part in 
public affairs to the glory of God. 
some Christians confuse laziness 
with spirituality. They are too lazy 
to take an active part in public af- 
fairs, too lazy to inform them- 
selves on public issues, 
to care if the schools are left in 
the hands of infidels and world- 
lings, to lazy to care if there is 
corruption in the city government, 
too lazy to try to elect good men 
to office. Such people may be good, 
but they are of no earthly good to 
the community. They are not salt 
to save it. They are not lights set 
on an hill to guide it. Christians 
ought to vote. 


Prohibition Not the Most 
Important Issue in 
This Campaign 

We have been asked again and 
again whether all Christians ought 
not to vote the prohibition ticket. 
Well, certainly we believe in the 
prohibition cause. We believe it is 
an important cause. But it is not 
the most important issue in the 
great presidential election coming 
up. Actually socialism and its com- 
munistic doctrine are far more 
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deadly foes of Christianity and of 
the American way of life than 
whiskey. I would rather have the 
open saloon without socialism, 
than to have socialism without the 
open saloon. For socialism is 
against Christianity, against all 
the morals of Christianity, against 
our whole present civilization. So- 
cialism is necessarily atheistic, 
against the Bible and against 
Christian morals. 


But more important, there is no 
chance in the coming election for 
the prohibition party to win. To 
vote for the prohibition party will 
have the same affect on the presi- 
dential elections as if you stayed 
away from the polls entirely. Your 
vote would have some sentimental 
value, but no practical value what- 
ever in determining the course of 
American life. 

Until prohibition can be made 
a major issue in one of the larger 
parties, it has no chance to suc- 
ceed in America. I am glad that 


Stuart Hamblin is campaigning 
on the prohibition party ticket, 
and I hope thousands of others 


will keep on campaigning as our 
dear friend and great preacher 
brother, Sam Morris, does. We are 
for all the campaigning against 
the liquor business. We _ think 
preachers in every pulpit ought to 
rise up and condemn it with the 
solemn authority of the Word of 
God, and accuse it of the awful 
ruin of millions, the breaking of 
homes and hearts, the damning of 
souls. But we do not believe that 
prohibition ought to excuse any- 
body from helping to elect a good 
president, and to save America 
from the socialists and commun- 
ists, from ruinous taxation and 
corruption. 


Can We Elect a Christian 
President? 

Of course I would delight to see 
some great Christian man as presi- 
dent of the United States, if he 
were prepared for the office. But 
being a good man, a good Chris- 
tian, would not be enough. He 
would also need to be informed on 
the issues, would need to have 
some experience in government, or 
the direction of other men. He 
would need to have great capac- 
ity. Other things being equal, I 
would much prefer to have a great 
Christian president. We have had 
great Christians in that office, and 
I personally rejoice that a number 
of the presidents have been godly 
men, born-again Christians. 

However, this year we must 
choose between Dwight Eisenhow- 
er and Adlai Stevenson. Steven- 
son says that he is a Unitarian, 
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which means that he doés not be- 
lieve in the deity of Christ, does 
not believe in the atoning death of 
Christ, and that he is not a born- 
again Christian and does not be- 
lieve in the essentials of the Chris- 
tian faith as held by Bible-believ- 
ers. Mr. Eisenhower says that he 
is a Christian without church 
membership. But we know that he 
came from a godly, Bible-believing 
family, and we were told several 
years ago in the Reader’s Digest 
how his life was spared in answer 
to prayer when, as a boy, he re- 
fused to have his leg amputated. 
I do not know whether Mr. Eisen- 
hower is a born-again Christian. I 
am persuaded, however, that he 
has Christian principles, and that 
in matters like paying honest 
debts, telling the truth, respecting 
the rights and property of others, 
he would follow Christian princi- 
ples. On the contrary, we know 
that Stevenson openly defends the 
immoral administration of Presi- 
dent Truman, that he is sold out 
to socialistic principles and admits 
them, that he believes in taking 
money and property from those 
who have it, to give to others who 
did not work for it, and thus to se- 
cure their votes. We know that 
Mr. Eisenhower is committed to 
reduce taxes, to clean up the cor- 
ruption, thieving, and immorality 
in the national government. It 
seems to me that Christians eve- 
rywhere ought to vote for the Re- 
publican nominee, ought to send 
Republicans to Congress and so 
free America from the hateful, im- 
moral, unchristian New Deal 
which threatens to throttle pri- 
vate enterprise, to break down the 
morals of all the people, and to 
sink our government under a 
wasteful, extravagant sea of debt. 


I believe that God will hold vo- 
ters to account who do not sol- 
emnly go to the polls and repudi- 
ate sins of the present profane, un- 
christian, immoral administration 
and help to install a new admin- 
istration under Republican leader- 
ship. 

We do not expect Republicans 
to be perfect. We know that they 
are only men. But any man elec- 
ted to office by the quackery and 
the slanders and misrepresenta- 
tions of President Truman, by the 
votes of the underworld gang_ad- 
ministrations in Kansas City, New 
York City, Chicago, and elsewhere, 
and with the bribed votes of any 
laborers and farmers who vote to 
get a rake-off from other people’s 
earnings, will be a rotten admin- 
istration and Christians will be 
blamed before God if we allow 
that to happen. 

So Christians, vote! 

If there were no moral and spir- 
tual issues in the campaign, we 
would keep silent. We would sim- 
ply say that Christians ought to 
prayerfully vote their convictions. 
But since there are such great 
moral and spiritual issues, we 
must warn people of the danger to 
America and urge them to vote 
against the profane and immoral 
and corrupt administration now in 
power. 


Remember! 

Christian readers should remem- 
the profane language, the lewd 
names he calls newspaper men, 
the illegal seizure of private prop- 
erty by President Truman. They 
should remember that he was sent 
to the United States Senate by 
the Pendergast machine in Kansas 
City, and that much of his support 
obviously came from stolen votes 
in that gangster-controlled elec- 
tion. They should remember that 
he flew to the funeral of Tom Pen- 
dergast, convicted gang-leader and 
boss who helped make him senator 
and president. We should remem- 


ber that he pardoned his Kansas 
City gangster friends in prison. 
We should remember his defense 
of communists, his illegal seizure 
of private property, the five-per- 
centers, the mink coats, the deep- 
freezers of those in the Democra- 
tic inner-circle. 


Christians ought to remember 
the immoralities of the New Deal 
and Fair Deal administration. 
They should remember that under 
it the government repudiated its 
obligation in_money matters. The 
government gave a solemn pledge, 
printed on every dollar bill in cir- 
culation, that the money would be 
redeemed in silver or in gold. By 
crooked manipulation, money was 
reduced to nearly half its value in 
order to allow greater debts and 
more government spending and 
the bribing of more voters with a 
rake-off. 


Christians should remember that 
under the New Deal administra- 
tion Russia was given control of 
Eastern Germany, that commun- 
ists were welcomed into Japan. 
The New Deal administration sold 
the Christian president, Chiang 
Kai-Shek, down the river and in- 
sisted that he allow communists to 
come in and take a controlling 
part in his government. Roosevelt, 
Truman and Acheson, with the 
help of Democratic leaders, turned 
China over to the communists, did 
it willingly and gladly. They sur- 
pressed the facts from the Ameri- 
can people because they were per- 
sonally favorable to the socialism 
which is the guiding principle of 
the communists. They are not for 


Russian communism, But they are 
for the doctrines of Karl Marx 
which are the foundation of com- 
munism. Christians should remem- 
ber that the New Deal administra- 
tion kept Alger Hiss high in the 
federal government when he was a 
traitor, and when they had been 
warned about his communistic 
connections. Remember that it 
was Senator Nixon, the present 
Republican Vice-Presidential nom- 
inee, who led in exposing Hiss, 
though he was endorsed by Tru- 
man, by Dean Acheson, and by 
Adlai Stevenson, even after he was 
accused publicly. Remember how 
Truman fired America’s greatest 
general, MacArthur, even as he 
now derides General Eisenhower. 


Remember, it was the New Deal 
administration that insisted on re- 
peal of the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment and promised that the saloon 
would never reappear in America! 


I believe that everybody ought 
to pray for America, but I serious- 
ly doubt if God will hear the 
prayers of men who pray but will 
not vote, who pray but will not 
take sides against immorality and 
wickedness. So Christians, go to 
the polls and vote, and help God 
save America. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


The Comforter 


(Continued from page 1) 


slumber in the dust awhile, that 
He might perfume the chamber 
of the grave to make it 


“No more a charmed house to 
fence 
The relics of lost innocence.” 


It behooved Him to have a res- 
urrection, that we, who shall one 
day be the dead in Christ, might 
rise first, and in glorious bodies 
stand upon earth. And it behooved 
Him that He should ascend up on 
high, that He might lead captivity 
captive; that He might chain the 
fiends of Hell; that He might lash 
them to His chariot-wheels, and 
drag them up high Heaven’s hill, 
to make them feel a second over- 
throw from His right arm, when 
He should dash them from the 
pinnacles o“ Heaven down to the 
deeper depths beneath. 

“It is right 
from you,” 


I should go 
said Jesus, “for 
not away, the Comforter 
come.” Jesus must 
disciples: Jesus 
Mourn, ye poor ones, who are to 
be left without a Comforter. But 
hear how kindly Jesus speaks: “I 
will not leave you comfortless, ] 
will pray the Father, and he shall 
send you another Comforter, who 
shall be with you,‘and shall dwell 
in you forever.” He would not 
leave those few poor sheep alone 
in the wilderness; He would not 
desert His children, and leave 
them fatherless. Albeit that He 
had a mighty mission which did 
fill His heart and hand: albeit He 
had so much to perform, that we 
might have thought that even His 
gigantic intellect would be over- 
burdened; albeit He had so much 
to suffer, that we might suppose 
His whole soul to be concentrated 
upon the thought ,of the sufferings 
to be endured. Yet it was not so; 
before He left, He gave soothing 
words of comfort; like the good 
Samaritan, He poured in oil and 
wine, and we see what He prom- 
ised: “I will send you another 
Comforter—one who shall be just 
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what I have been, yea, even more; 
who shall console you in your sor- 
rows, remove your doubts, comfort 
you in your afflictions, and stand 
as my vicar on earth, to do that 
which I would have done had I 
tarried with you.” 

Before I discourse of the Holy 
Ghost as the Comforter, I must 
make one or two remarks on the 
different translations of the word 
rendered “Comforter.” The Rhen- 
ish -translation, which you are 
aware is adopted by Roman Catho- 
lics, has left the word untransla- 
ted, and gives it “Paraclete.” “But 
the Paraclete, which is the Holy 


trates, and confessed their Lord? 
How has it come to pass, that in 
all twumes God’s ministers have 
been made fearless as lions, and 
their brows have been firmer than 
brass; their hearts sterner than 
steel, and their words like the lan- 
guage of God? Why, it was simply 
for this reason: that it was not 
the man who pleaded, but it was 
God the Holy Ghost pleading 
through him. 


Have you never seen an earnest 
minister, with hands uplifted and 
eyes dropping tears, pleading with 
the sons of men? Have you never 
admired that portrait from the 
hand of old John Bunyan?—a 
grave person with eyes lifted up 
to Heaven, the best of books in 
his hand, the law of truth written 


Ghost, whom the Father will send| on his lips, the world behind his 
in my name, he shall teach you| back, standing as if pleading with 
all things.” This is the original| men, and a crown of gold hanging 
Greek word, and it has some other | over his head. Who gave that min- 
meanings besides “Comforter.” | ister so blessed a manner, and) 
Sometimes it means the monitor! such goodly matter? Whence came 
or instructor: “I will send you an-| his skill? Did he acquire it in col- 
other monitor, another teacher.”’| lege? Did he learn it in the semin- 
Frequently it means “Advocate;:”| ary? Ah, no. He learned it of the} 
but the most common meaning of! God of Jacob: he learned: it of the 
the word is that which we have| Holy Ghost; for the Holy Ghost 
here: “I will send you another | is the great counsellor who teach- 
Comforter.” However, we cannot | es us how to advocate His cause 
pass over those other two inter-| aright. 
pretations without saying some- But, besides this. the Holy| 
thing upon them. Ghost is the advocate in men’s! 
“I will send you another teach-| hearts. Ah! I have known men re- 
' Jesus Christ had been the of-| ject a doctrine until the Holy 
ficial teacher of His saints whilst] Ghost began to illuminate them. 
on earth. They called no man Rab-| We, who are the advocates of the 
bi except Christ. They sat at no| truth, are often very poor plead- 
men's feet to learn their doctrines; | ers: we spoil our cause by the! 
but they had them direct from the! words we use: but it is a mercy | 
lips of Him who “spake aS never) that the brief is in the hand of a | 
man spake.” “And now,” says He, | special pleader, who will advocate 
“when I am gone, where shall) successfully, and overcome the 
you find the great infallible teach-} cjnner’s opposition. Did you ever 
er? Shall I sét you up a pope at! pnow Him to fail once? 
Rome, to whom you shall go, and ’ ; a al 
who shall be your infallible or-|, Prethren. I speak to your souls: 
: . 2 eS has not God in old times convinced 
acle? Shall I give you the coun-| _ + pte , Vy 
cils of the church to be held to de-| 7° Of ent Digeent. tne f08 
cide all knotty points?” Christ Ghost prorat: and prove that you 
said no such thing. “I am the in-| Were guilty, although no minister 
fallible paraclete, or teacher, and| COUld ever get you out of your 
when I am gone I will send self-righteousness? Did He not*ad- 
you another teacher, and He vocate Christ’s righteousness? Did 
shall be the person who is. to He not stand and tell you that 


explain Scripture; He shall be the 
authoritative oracle of God, who 
shall make all dark things light, 
who shall unravel mysteries, who 
shall untwist all knots of revela- 
tion, and shall make you under- 
stand what you could not discover, 
had it not been for His influence.”’ 


And, beloved, no man _ ever 
learns anything aright, unless he 
is taught of the Spirit. You may 


learn election, and you may know 
it so that you shall be damned by 
it, if you are not taught of the 
Holy Ghost; for I have known 
some who have learned election 
to their soul’s destruction: they 
have learned it so that they said 
they were of the elect, whereas, 
they had no marks, no evidences, 
and no works of the Holy Ghost 
in their souls. There is a way of 
learning truth in Satan’s college, 
and holding it in licentiousness;: 
but if so, it shall be to your souls 
as poison to your veins and prove 
your everlasting ruin. 

No man can know Jesus Christ 
unless he is taught of God. There 
is no doctrine of the Bible which 
can be safely, thoroughly, and 
truly learned, except by the agen- 
cy of the one authoritative teach- 
er. Ah! tell me not of systems of 
divinity; tell me not of schemes 
of theology;-tell me not of infal- 
lible commentators, or most learn- 
ed and most arrogant doctors; but 
tell me of the Great Teacher, who 
shall instruct us, the sons of God, 
and shall make us wise to under- 
stand all things. He is the teach- 
er; it matters not what this man 
or that man says; I rest on no 
man’s boasting authority, nor will 
you. Ye are not to be carried away 
with the craftiness of men, nor 
sleight of words; this is the au- 
thoritative oracle—the Holy Ghost 
resting in the hearts of His chil- 
dren. 

The other translation is advo- 
cate. Have you ever thought how 
the Holy Ghost can be said to be 
an advocate? You know Jesus 
Christ is called the wonderful, the 
counsellor, the mighty God; but 
how can the Holy Ghost be said to 
be an advocate? I suppose it is 
thus: He is an advocate on earth to 
plead against the enemies of the 
cross. How was it that Paul could 
so ably plead before Felix and Ag- 
rippa? How was it that the apostles 
stood unawed before the magis- 


your works were filthy rags? And 
when you had well-nigh still re- 
fused to listen to His voice, did He 
not fetch Hell’s drum and make 
it sound about your ears; bidding 
you look through the vista of fu- 
ture years, and see the throne set, 
and the books open, and the sword 
brandished, and Hell burning, and 
fiends howling, and the damned 
shrieking forever? And did He not 
convince you of the judgment to 
come? He is a mighty advocate 
when He pleads in the soul, of sin, 
of righteousness, and of the judg- 
ment to come. Blessed advocate! 
plead in my heart; plead with my 
conscience. When I sin, make 
conscience bold to tell me of it; 
when I err, make conscience speak 
at once and when I turn aside to 
crooked ways, then advocate the 
cause of righteousness, and bid me 
sit down in confusion, knowing 
my guiltiness in the sight of God. 

But there is yet another sense 
in which the Holy Ghost advo-| 
cates, and that is, He advocates | 
our cause with Jesus Christ, with | 
groanings that cannot be uttered. | 
© my soul! thou art ready 
burst within me. O my heart! thou 
art swelled with grief. The hot 
tide of my emotion would well- 
nigh overflood the channels of my 
veins. I long ta speak, but the very 
desire chains my tongue. I wish to 
pray, but the fervency of my feel- 
ing curbs my language. There is a 
groaning within that cannot be 
uttered. Do you know who can 
utter that groaning? who can un- 
derstand it, and who can put it 
into heavenly language, and utter 
it in a celestial tongue, so that 
Christ can hear it? O yes; it is 
God the Holy Spirit; He advocates 
our cause with Christ, and then 
Christ advocates it with His Fath- 
er. He is the advocate who maketh 
intercession for us with groanings 
that cannot be uttered. 


Having thus explained the Spir- 
it’s office as a teacher and advo- 
cate, we now come to the transla- 
tion of our version of the Comfort- 
er: and here I shall have three divi- 
sions: first, the comforter; second- 
ly, the comfort; and thirdly, the 
comforted. 


I. The Comforter 


First then, the COMFORTER. 
Briefly let me run over in my 


to} 


mind, and in your minds too, the 


characteristics of this glorious 
Comforter. Let me tell you some 
of the attributes of His comfort, 
so that you may understand how 
well adapted He is to your case. 
And first, we will remark, that 
God the Holy Ghost is a very 
loving Comforter. I am in distress, 
and I want consolation. Some pas- 
ser-by hears of my sorrow, and he 
steps within, sits down, and essays 
to cheer me; he speaks soothing 
words, but he loves me not; he is 
a stranger; he knows me not at 
all; he has only come in to try 
his skill. And what is the conse- 
quence? His words run o’er me 
like oil upon a slab of marble, they 
are like the pattering rain upon 


the rock; they do not break my 
grief; it stands unmoved as ada- 
mant, because he has no love for 
me. But let some one who loves 
me dear as his ®wn life come and 
plead with me, fthen truly his 
words are as music; they taste 
like honey: he knows the pass- 
word of the doors of my heart, and} 


my ear is attentive to every word: | wate rspouts.”’ 


intonation of each syl- 
falls, for it like the 
the harps of Heaven. 
there in love, it 
a language which its 
it has an idiom and a brogue 
none can mimic; wisdom 
imitate it; oratory cannot 
unto it; it love alone 
which can reach the mourning 
heart: love the only handker- 
chief which can wipe the mourn- 


I catch the 
lable it 
harmony of 
On! 
spea 


as is 


is a voice 
ks is 
own: 
which 
cannot 
attain 


is 


is 


er’s tears away. And is not the 
Holy Ghost a loving comforter? 
Dost thou know, O saint, how 
much the Holy Spirit loves thee” 
Canst thou measure the love of 
the Spirit? Dost thou know how 
great is the affection of His soul 


towards thee? Go measure Heaven | 
ro weigh the moun- | 


with thy span; 
tains in the scales: go take 
ocean’s water, and tell each drop; 
go count the sand upon the sea’s 
wide shore; and when thou 
accomplished this, thou canst 
how much He loveth thee. He has 
loved thee long, He has loved thee 
well, He loved thee ever, 
stilk shall love thee; surely He is 
the person to comfort thee, 
cause He loves. 
to your heart, 
He may comfort you 
tress. 


the 


that | 
dis- 


© Christian, 
in your 


old 


|ness would be; 
_love thee less now. 


hast | 
tell | 


friend turn from me in my dis- 
tress! Oh! woe of woes, to have 
one who loves me in my prosper- 
ity, forsake me in the dark day 
of my trouble. Sad indeed; but 
such is not God’s Spirit. He ever 
loves, and loves even to the end— 
a faithful Comforter. Child of Goa, 
you are in trouble. A little while 
ago you found Him a sweet and 
loving Comforter; you obtained re~ 
lief from Him when others were 
but broken cisterns; He sheltered 
you in His bosom, and carried you 
in His arms. Oh, wherefore dost 
thou distrust Him now? Away 
with thy fears; for He is a faithful 
Comforter. 

“Ah! but,” thou sayest, 
I shall be sick, and shall be de~ 
prived of His ordinances.” Never- 
theless, He shall visit thee on thy 
sick bed, and sit by thy side, to 
give thee consolation. “Ah! but I 
have distresses greater than you 
can conceive of; wave upon wave 
rolleth over me; deep calleth unto 
deep, at the noise of the Eternal’s 
Nevertheless, He 
faithful His promise. 
but I have sinned.” So thou 
but sin cannot sever the 
from His love: He loves thee stilL 
Think not, O poor downcast child 
God, the sears of thine 
sins have marred thy beauty, 
that He less because of 
that blemish. O no! He loved thee 
when He foreknew thy sin; He 
loved thee with the knowledge of 
what the aggregate of thy wicked- 
and He does not 
Come to Him 


“I fear 


will be to 
“Ah! 
hast, 


> 


because 


loves thee 


‘in all boldness of faith; tell Him 
'thou hast grieved Him, and He 
will forget thy wandering, and will 
receive thee again; the kisses of 
His love shall be bestowed upon 
thee, and the arms of His grace 
shall embrace thee. He is faithful: 
trust Him, He will never deceive 
'you; trust Him, He will never 
leave you. 

Again. He is an unwearied Com- 
forter. I have sometimes tried to 
comfort persons, and have been 
tired. You, now and then, mect 


bist 
Admit Him, then, | 


F 
| 
| 


and He| with a case of a nervous person. 


| You ask, “What is your trouble?” 
You are told; and you essay, if 
'possible, to remove it; but while 


you are preparing your artillery 
to battle the trouble, you find 
that it has shifted its quarters, 


But next, He is a faithful Com-| 4nd is occupying quite a different 


forter. Love 
unfaithful. “Oh! 
serpent’s tooth” is an 
friend! Oh! far more 
the gall of bitterness, 


sharper than a 


bitter 


unfaithful | 
than | 
to have a} 


sometimes proveth | position. You change your argu- 


' ment and begin again; but lo, it is 

again gone, and you are bewild- 

ered. You feel like Hercules, cut- 
(Continued on page 6) 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


We are not carrying a regu- 
lar appeal for contributions for 
the Student Loan Endowment 
and Missionary 


| Missionary 
less 
Fund while I) 


am on the present world mis-| 


sionary tour. I am, however, 
questing you Christian friends 
to pray for me on the tour and 


to pray for Bob, Jr., the presi- 
dent of Bob Jones University, 
and his associates that this 


school year may be the greatest 
year Wwe have ever 
also earnestly appealing to you 
to make a contribution of some 


re-) 


amount while I am on this| 
tour. Remember that whatever 
amount you send in will be 
divided between the Student 


of time. You who have already 
helped us, 


time. 
had. I am) 


Loan Endowment Fund and the 
Fund—that is, un- 
to direct your 
in some other 


you wish 
contributions 


way. I am hoping that while I 
am away, we will have more 


contributions than we have 
ever had in any similar period 


please send an ad- 
ditional contribution at this 
We are counting on you. 
Please do not disappoint us. 
Thank you and God bless you. 
BOB JONES, Founder 
Bob Jones University 
Greenville, S. C. 
(Advertisement) 


You Should Know 


the Christian book store in your area. This directory is for your con- 
venience. Visit the store nearest you and browse to your heart’s 
content—or order your needs by mail. 


PREACHER’S HELPS 
Used Books—Homiletic Helps—Charts 
Special—20 Homiletics Lessons—$1.00 
J. E. Newby, D2-28 
720 E/ Walnut, Indianapolis, Ind. 


BOOKS, BIBLES, S.S. & DVBS SUPPLIES 
“IT Was A Priest’? by Ex-priest, Vinet 
$1.00 


The Peoples Book Room 
Box 370, Truro, N. S., Can. 


CHRISTIAN BOOKS, BIBLES, SUPPLIES 
Mennonite Publishing House 
Dept. S, Scottdale, Pa. 


BIBLES, BOOKS, RECORDS, MOTTOES 


Southern States Bible & Christian 
Supplies, Inc. 


1318 A- 27th Ave., Gulfport, Miss. 


CATHOLIC cainchih: +n IN THE BIBLE 


Shows errors = y Catholic 
teaching 
National Christian Association 
850 W. Madison St., Chicago 7, Illinois 


CHRISTIAN LITERATURE 
All Sword books same as at U.S. prices 
Evangel Book Shop 
Steinbach, Manitoba, Can. 


EVERYTHING FOR THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 


Bible Book Center 
418-415 So. Michigan St., South Bend 1, Ind. 


OUT-OF-PRINT THEOLOGY 
Catalog Free 
Kregel’s Book Store 
625 Eastern Ave., S.E. 
Grand Rapids 6, Michigan 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 31, 1952 


PREMIUMS! 


It’s a thrilling campaign, the current Sword of The Lord 
subscription drive! First, it’s thrilling to get out The Sword 
of the Lord each week—to send it to folks who need this 
evangelistic influence in their lives. And there’s an additional 
thrill, too. By sending subscriptions you get free premiums 
—grand Christian books, maps, Bibles, cameras and pro- 
jectors and many others. See the whole exciting list below 
and get ready now to send in your subscriptions! 


2emember, it’s $5.00 for each 3 yearly subscriptions, in 
the U.S.A., or $6.50 in Canada and foreign countries. If you 
wish, you may send some subscriptions now and some later. 
We will send a credit slip which you may combine with others 
for a larger premium. 


Don’t miss the blessings you can have by sending The 
Sword! Now, while the special rates are in effect, while you 
can get free premiums, do your part, in the name of Jesus! 


'3 Yearly Subscriptions, $5.00 

You get absolutely free, your choice, Dr. John 
|R. Rice’s What It Costs To Be A Good Christian, 
'price $2.25. 

Or, Halley’s Bible Handbook, famous Bible helps, 
'Price $2.00. 


6 Yearly Subscriptions, $10.00 


| You get absolutely free, Scofield Reference Bible 
| No. 80, clothbound, references. Price $3.50. 
| Or, Cruden’s Concordance, in 783 large pages, 
regular price $3.50. 

Or, Smith’s Bible Dictionary, 818 pages, regular 
price $3.00. 

Or, Hurlbut’s Story of the Bible, 850 large pages, 
Standard Edition, Price, $3.50. 


9 Yearly Subscriptions For $15.00 


| You get absolutely free, Fausset’s Bible Diction- 

‘ary and Encyclopedia, Price $5.45. 

| Or, Edersheim’s Life and Times of Jesus the 

| Messiah, two volumes. Price, $6.50. 

| Or, set of ¢ maps on steel stand, each map 
| 18x27 inches. Price, $6.00. 


| 12 Yearly Subscriptions For $20.00 


| You get absolutely free, Young’s Analytical Con- 
|cordance To The Whole Bible, Price $10.00. 

Or, Commentary on the Whole Bible (Jamieson, 
|Fausset and Brown) one volume, 1,347 pages. 
Price, $7.50. 


18 Yearly Subscriptions For $30.00 


You get absolutely free, Scofield Reference Bible 
No. 183, fine Morocco binding, notes, concordance. 
Price, $14.00. 
les59 Or, Ansco Readyflash Camera Outfit. Price, 

2.9. 


30 Yearly Subscriptions for $50.00 

Ri get absolutely free, Preacher’s Library, 
Or, New Shick “20” Electric Shaver, rich new 
caddie case. Price $24.50 


Or, $25.00 Children’s Library, your choice, select- 
|ed from our catalog. 


48 Yearly Subscriptions For $80.00 


You get absolutely free, 100 copies Old Time 
Revival Songs, 150 enduring favorites. Price, $40.00. 


94 Yearly Subscriptions For $90.00 


You get absolutely free, Cine-Kodak Brownie 
8 MM Movie Camera. Price, $44.50. 
Or, R. C. A. Record Player, with 8 sacred 


records. 45 rp.m. with automatic changer. Price 
$44.50. 


60 Yearly Subscriptions For $100.00 


You get absolutely free, $50.00 Preacher’s Li- 
brary (including any or all of the above books, 
plus others chosen from our catalog). 

Or, $50.00 Children’s Library—enough fine, 
wholesome reading to grow up on! 

Or, Bicycle. Price approximately $49.00. 


78 Yearly Subscriptions For $130.00 

You get absolutely free, Keyst “R-37” 
Watt 8 MM Movie Projector. Price $64.50. ae 
84 Yearly Subscriptions For $140.00 


You get absolutely free, Speed-O-Pri % 
cator, Mode] I. Price, 369. 50. p rint Dupli 


90 Yearly Subscriptions For $150.00 


You get absolutely free, 50 copies Jn- 
spiring Hymns, the brand new Singspira- 
tion hymn book, 527 favorite hymns. Price, 
$75.00. 


192 Yearly Subscriptions for $320.00 


You get absolutely free, Wilcox-Gay 
_Recordio Tape recording machine. Price 
$159.50. 


480 Yearly Subscriptions For $800.00 


You get absolutely free, Kodascope 
Pageant 16 MM. Sound Projector. Price, 
$400.00. 
| 
600 Yearly Subscriptions 
For $1,000.00 


You get absolutely free, Famous Mira- 
cle Sound Projector, 16 MM. Ideal for 
Churches or evangelists. Price $495.00. 


(NOTE: Be sure to add 50c a year for sub- 
scriptions outside U.S.A.) 


(Continued from page 5) 


| ting off the evergrowing heads of 


the Hydra, and you give up your 
task in despair. You meet with 
persons whom it is impossible to 
comfort, reminding one of the 
man who locked himself up in fet- 
ters, and threw the key away, so 
that nobody could unlock him. I 
have found some in the fetters ct 
despair. “O, I am the man,” say 
they, “that has seen affliction; 
pity me, pity me, O, my friends;”’ 
and the more you try to comfort 
such people, the worse they get; 
and, therefore, out of all heart, we 
leave them to wander alone among 
the tombs of their former joys. 
But the Holy Ghost is never out of 
heart with those whom He wishes 
to comfort. He attempts to com- 
fort us, and we run away from the 
sweet cordial; He gives us some 
sweet draught to cure_us, and we 
will not drink it; He gives some 
wondrous potion to charm away 
all our troubles, and we put it 
away from us. Still He pursues us; 
and though we say that we will 


The Comforter 


er 


And oh, how wise a Comforter 
is the Holy Ghost. Job had com- 
forters, and I think he spoke the 
truth when he said, “Miserable 
comforters are ye all.” But I dare 
say they esteemed themselves 
wise; and when the young man 
Elihu rose to speak, they thought 
he had a world of. impudence, 
Were they not “grave and rever- 
end seigniors?” Did not they com- 
prehend his grief and sorrow? If 
they could not comfort him, who 
could? But they did not find out 
the cause. They thought he was 
not really a child of God, that he 
was self-righteous, and they gave 
him the wrong physic. 

It is a bad case when the doc- 
tor mistakes a disease and gives 
a wrong prescription, and so per- 
haps kills the patient. Sometimes, 
when we go and visit people, we 
mistake their disease; we want to 
comfort them on this point, where- 
as they do not require any such 
comfort at all, and they would be 
better left alone, than spoiled by 


not be comforted, He says we shall} such unwise comforters as we are. 


| ings. 


| Just right 


" 


Just right, 


books point the way. 


} Just right, 


be, and when He has said, He does | 
it: He is not to be wearied by all | 
our sins, nor by all our murmur-)| 


for your Christmas giving! 


But oh, how wise the Holy Spirit 
is! He takes the soul, lays it on 
the table, and dissects it in a mo- 


(Continued on page 7) 
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the world. They want good children. They want God to hear 
{ their prayers, give them their needs, bring healing. These 


Because these books are based on the Bible. Seuiid. Scrip- 
tural, practical and plain. yet sweet and encouraging to the 


\ God in his own life. 


Just right, 


| Because they are not expensive. They are large books, beauti- 
| \ fully bound in cloth, stamped in gold, attractively jacketed. 
| handsome books to make a lovely gift, and yet not at all 


expensive. 


328 large pages, 140,000 printed, 


to write it.” 


» send these books! 


ORDER BLANK 
Sword of the Lord Publishers 10-5 
Wheaton, Illinois 


: 
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Please send to me by return mail: 4 

h ---- copies of “The Home, Court- ! 
ship, Marriage, and Children,” @ ! 
: i 
---- copies of ‘‘Prayer, Asking and ! 
Receiving,’’ $2.50. . 
I enclose $__ . 
i 

i 

I 

i 

i 
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most disheartened. Dr. John R. Rice writes out of wide and 
varied experience, as a pastor for many years, as an editor, 
as counsellor to hundreds, as father of six, ds a deep and 
earnest preacher of God's Word. You can trust what Dr. 
Rice says, because he bases it on the Bible, and has proved 


| Because these books discuss the things nearest the hearis of 
. people. They want happy homes. secure from the turmoil of 
f 


PRA YER—Asking and Receiving 


has 22 chapters on a prayer- -hearing God, why pray. praying for 
daily bread, asking bread for sinners, praying for healing, praying 
for anything and everything you want, praying in the will of God. 
hindrances to prayer, the sin of prayerlessness, and others. Here one 
can learn how to pray in the will of God, grow in faith, really get 
things from God and live the joyful life of daily answered prayer. 


sisi delliuecteiaadh $2.50 


THE HOME: Courtship, Marriage, 
and Children 


has 22 chapters on courtship, principles of successful and happy 

'% marriage, things that should delay marriage, the relationship of 
* wife to husband, normal sex life, the blessing of children, birth 

¥ control, correction and discipline of children. family worship, winning 

\ children to Christ, home cooperation~with church, school, and ‘ 
community, adultery, divorce, how to make Christ head of the home, {# 
and others. The Sunday School Times said, “Every Christian parent 
who reads this 38l-page handbook on vital subjects will be thankful 

» that Dr. Rice has had the courage, energy, perseverance, and grace 


bawate $2.50 3 


Check your Christmas list today for those to whom you should 7 


Order from your bookséller 
or 
Sword of the Lord | 
Publishers . 


Wheaton, Illinois 
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The Comforter 


(Continued from page 6) 


ment; He finds out the root of the 
matter, He sees where the com- 
plaint is, and then He applies the 
knife where something is required 
to be taken away, or puts a plas- 
ter where the sore is; and He nev- 
er mistakes. O how wise is the 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
——— YFurnilire 


waive FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & COQ. 


*Y CHRISTMAS 
. and your record 


: N listening pleasure 


ALBUMS OF SACRED RECORDINGS 


T The Messiah by the Handel Ora- 
torio Society, Augustana College 
$4.95 


6-5 Redd Harper, ‘Mr. Texas’’ Him- 
self. Three of the Harper favorites 


, $3.92 
8-11 Poul Mickelson (organ), Six Christ- 
mas carols $3.92 


4 


Chimes oat Christmas Time (Organ 
chimes). Six carol favorites $4.95 


The obove in 78 RPM record albums. 
Send for catalog of over 300 Religious Records 


Order from your local bookstore of 


Van Kampen Frese 


230 E. Willow, Wheaton, 


_ -——— 


blessed Holy Ghost; from every 
comforter I turn, and leave them 
all, for thou art He who alone giv- 
est the wisest consolation. 


Then mark, how safe a Comfor- 
ter the Holy Ghost is. All com- 
fort is not safe, mark that. There 
is a young man over there very 
melancholy. You know how he be- 
came so. He stepped into the 
house of God and heard a powerful 
preacher, and the word was bles- 
sed, and convinced him of sin. 
When he went home, his father 
and the rest found there was 
something different about him, 
“Oh,” they said, “John is mad, he 
is crazy;’’ and what said his moth- 
er? “Send him into the country 
for a week; let him go to the ball | 
or the theatre.” John, did you find | 
any comfort there? “Ah no; ‘they | 
made me worse, for while I was' 
there I thought Hell might open 
and swallow me up.” Did you find 
any relief in the gayeties of the 
world? “No,” say you, “I thought 
it was idle waste of time.” Alas! 
this is miserable comfort, but it is 
the comfort of the worldling; and, 
when a Christian gets into dis-| 
tress, how many will recommend | 
him this remedy and the other. 
“Go and hear Mr. So-and-so 
preach;” “Have a few friends at 
your house;” “Read such-and-such 
a consoling volume;” and very 
likely it is the most unsafe advice 
in the world. 


The Devil will sometimes come 
to men’s souls as a false comfor- 
ter; and he will say to the soul, 
“What need is there to make all 
this ado about repentance? you 
are no worse than other people;” 
and he will try to make the soul 
believe, that what is presumption, 
is the real assurance of the Holy) 
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on Every Verse in the Gospels 


(Formerly published in 7 volumes) 
* Critical * Explanatory ° Exegetical * Illustrative 


An incomparable aid for pastors, 
Christian workers, Sunday school 
teachers, students and lovers of the 
Word. Carefully and expertly divi- 
ded for easy, helpful reference and 
study. 


Gospel text.” 


Volume I—Matthew- Mark 
Volume II—Luke 


xposifory | hough: 


in 


A Full and Complete Commentary & 


Enthusiastically Recommended: 
“..Inexhaustive in the blessings they will bring to all who study. 


“A ‘must’ for the evangelical minister or student who wants to 
enter into the scholarly and devotional meanings of the 


4 large volumes, complete — size each volume, 5°4"x9” 
Volume I]I—John [:1-10:9 
Volume IV—John 10:10-end. 


cy 
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Ghost; thus he deceives many by 
false comfort. Ah! there have been 
many, like infants, destroyed by 
elixirs, given. to lull them to sleep; 
many have been ruined by the cry 
of “peace, peace,” when there is 
no peace; hearing gentle things, 
when they ought to be stirred to 
the quick. Cleopatra’s asp was 
brought in a basket of flowers; 
and men’s ruin often lurks in fair 
and sweet speeches. But the Holy 
Ghost’s comfort is safe, and you 
may rest on it. Let him speak the 
word, and there is a reality about 
it; let him give the cup of con- 
solation, and you may drink it to 
the bottom; for in its depths there 
are no dregs, nothing to intoxi- 
cate or ruin, it is all safe. 

Moreover, the Holy Ghost is an 
active Comforter: He does not 
comfort By words, but by deeds. 
Some comfort by, “Be ye warmed, 
and be ye filled, giving nothing.” 
Holy Ghost gives, He in- 
tercedes with Jesus; He gives us 
promises, He gives us grace, and 
so He comforts us. Mark again, He 
is always a successful Comforter: 
He never attempts what He can- 
not accomplish. 

Then, to close up, He is an ever- 
present Comforter, so that you 
never have to send for Him. Your 
God is always near you; and when 
you need comlort in your distress, 
behold the word is nigh thee; it 
is in thy mouth, and in thy heart. 
He is an ever-present help in time 
of trouble. I wisn I had time to 
expand these thcughts, but I can- 
not. 


Il. The Comfort 


The second thing is, the comfort. 
Now, there are some persons who 
a great mistake about the 
influence of the Holy Spirit. A 
foolish man who had a fancy to 
preach in a certain pulpit, though 
in truth he was quite incapable of 
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UNTUVUAL NEIL 


IVAN A 


| 


’ 


John R. Rice, was, he thought, 
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HE LIKES IT! 


Last week we told you how Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., said that 
= the new book, What It Costs to Be a Good Christian, by Dr. 


mons that Dr. Rice has had published.” Now we give the 
review by Evangelist Bill Rice. He is the editor’s brother, is 
assistant editor to THE SworpD OF THE LorD, a widely-known 
evangelist. Now read his estimate of his older brother’s book. 


“This book of John’s is, by far, the best book of the month and 
gets my vote for first place. The message on ‘Following Jesus’ is 
alone well worth the price of the book. This is probably the greatest 
book for Christians since the book, The Ruin of a Christian, was 
published. As you read this book you can just hear John Rice 
speaking. It reads exactly like he sounds—clear, earnest, frank— 
it is, indeed, ‘the plainest preaching you have ever heard!’ But 
it is also the gentlest, kindest. most scriptural, most heart-stirring. 
most soul-searching preaching you ever heard. This is the kind of 
a book that brings revival*in the hearts of those who read it.” 


But You May Have It Free! 


This big new book, What It Costs to Be a Good Christian. by 
Dr. John R. Rice, has 223 pages, sells for $2.25. is a beautifully- 
bound library copy with colorful jacket, hard binding, fine printing. 
These stirring messages to Christians may be yours absolutely 
free. For this book is given, absolutely free, with three yearly sub- 
scriptions to THE SWORD OF THE LORD at $5. Just fill out the 
coupon below, either renew your own subscription for three years, 


the duty, called upon the minister, 
and assured him solemnly, that it 
had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Ghost that he was to preach 
in his pulpit. “Very well,” said the 
minister, “I suppose I must not 
doubt your assertion, but as it has 
not been revealed to me that I 
am to let you preach, you must 
go your way, until it is.” I have 
heard many fanatical persons say 
the Holy Spirit revealed this and 
that to them. Now, that is very 
generally revealed nonsense. The 


Holy Ghost does not reveal any- 
thing fresh now. He brings old 
things to our remembrance. “He 
shall teach you all: things, and 


bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have told 
you.” The canon of revelation is 
ciosed, there is no more to be ad- 
ded; God does not give a fresh rev- 
elation, but he rivets the old one. 
When it has been forgotten, and 
laid in the dusty chamber of our 
memory, he fetches it out and 
cleans the picture, but does not 
paint a new one. There are no new 
doctrines, but the old ones are of- 
ten revived. It is not, I say, by any 
new revelation that the Spirit 
comforts. He does so by telling us 
old things over again; He brings 
a fresh lamp to manifest the trea- 
sures hidden in Scripture; He un- 
locks the strong chests in which 
the truth has long lain, and He 
points to secret chambers filled 
with untold riches; but He coins 
no more, for enough is done, 


Believer! there is enough in the 
Bible for thee to live upon forever. 
If thou shouldst outnumber the 
years of Methuselah, there would 
be no need for a fresh revelation; 
if thou shouldst live till Christ 
should come upon the earth, there 
would be no necessity for the addi- 
tion of a single word; if thou 
shouldst go down as deep as Jo- 
nah, or even descend as David Said 


“By far the best book of ser- 


DUD Goh 


. What It Costs to Be a Good Christian ‘4 


— 
he did into the belly of Hell, stii 
there would be enough in the Bi- 
ble to comfort thee without a supe 
plementary sentence. But Christ 
says, “He shall take of mine, and 
show it unto you.” Now, let me 
just tell you briefly what it is the 
Holy Ghost tells us. 

Ah! does He not whisper to the 
heart, “Saint, be of good cheer; 
there is one who died for thee; 
look to Calvary, behold His 
wounds, see the torrent gushing 
from His side—there is thy pur- 
chaser, and thou art secure. He 
loves thee with an everlasting 
love, and this chastisement is 
meant for thy good: each stroke 
is working thy healing; by the 
blueness of the wound thy soul is 
made better.” “Whom he loveih 
he chasteneth, and scourgeth eve- 
ry son whom he receiveth.” Doubt 
not His grace, because of thy trib- 
ulation; but believe that He loveth 
thee as much in seasons of trouble 
as in times of happiness. And then, 
moreover, he says, “What is ail 
thy suffering compared with that 


of thy Lord’s? or what, when 
weighed in the scales of Jesus’ 
agonies, is all thy distress?” And 


especially at times does the Holy 
Ghost take back the veil of Heav- 
en, and lets the soul behold the 
glory of the upperworld! Then it 
is that the saint can say, “O thou 
art a Comforter to me!” 


Let cares like a wild deluge com, 
And storms of sorrow fall; 

Muy I but safely reach my home, 
My God, my heaven, my all. 


Some of you could follow, weie 
I to tell of manifestations of Heav- 
en. You, too, have left sun, moon, 
and stars at your feet, while, it 
your flight, outstripping the tardy 
lightning, you have seemed to 
enter the gates of pearl, and tread 
the golden streets, borne aloft on 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Evangelist Bill Rice 
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Changing Chapters! 
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THE SWORD OF. THE LORD 


Friday, October 31, 1952 


The Comforter 


(Continued from page 7) 
wings of the Spirit. But here we 
must not trust ourselves; lest, lost 
in reverie, we forget our theme. 


Ill. Those Comforted 


And now, thirdly, who are the 
comforted persons? I like, you 
know, at the end of my sermon to 
cry out, “Divide! divide!” There 
are two parties here—some who 
are comforted, and others who 
are the comfortiless ones—some 
who have received the consola- 
tions of the Holy Ghost, and some 
who have not. Now let us try and 
sift you, and see which is the chaff 
and which is the wheat; and may 
God grant that some of the chaif 
may, this night, be transformed 
into His wheat! 

You may say, “How am I to 
know whether I am a recipient of 
the comfort. of the Holy Ghost?” 
You may know it by one rule. If 
you have received one _ blessing 
from God, you will receive all oth- 
er blessings Let me explain 
myself. If I could come here as an 
auctioneer, and sell the gospel off 
in lots, I should dispose of it all. If 
I could say, here is justification 
through the blood of Christ—tree; 
giving away, many a one 
would say, “I will have justifica- 
tion; give it to me: I wish to be 
justified; I wish to be pardoned.” 
Suppose I took sanctification, the 
giving up of all sin, a thorough 
change of heart, leaving off drunk- 
enness and swearing; many would 
“T don’t want that; I should 
like to go to Heaven, but I do not 


celen 


gratis: 


Say, 


want that holiness; I should lke 
to be saved at last, but I should 
like to have my. drink still; I 
should like to enter glory, but 
then I must have an oath or two) 


oh the road.” 

iNay, but, .sinner, if thou hast 
one blessing, thou shalt have all. 
God will never divide the gospel. 
He will not give justification to 


another—-pardon to one, and holi- 
ness to another. No, it all goes to- 
gether. Whom He calls, them He 
justifies; whom He justifies, them 
He sanctifies; and whom He sanc- 
tifies, them He also glorifies. O! if 
I could lay down nothing but the 
comforts of the gospel, ye would 
fly to them as flies do to honey. 


When ye come to be ill, ye send 
for the clergyman. Ah! you all 
want your minister then to come 
and give you consoling words. But 
if he be an honest man, he will 
not give some of you a particle of 
consolation. He will not commence 
pouring oil, when the knife would 
be better. I want to make a man 
feel his sins before I dare tell him 
anything about Christ. I want to 
probe into his soul and make him 
feel that he is lost before I tell 
him anything about the purchased 
blessing. It is the ruin of many 
to tell them, “Now just believe on 
Christ, and that is all you have to 
do.”’ If instead of dying, they get 
better, they rise up whitewashed 
hypocrites—that is all. 


Is it not horrible that when 
men and women come to die, 
they should cry, “Comfort, com- 
fort?” and that hence their friends 
conclude that they are children 
of God, while, after all, they 


have no right to consolation, but 
are intruders upon the enclosed 
grounds of the blessed God. O 
God, may these people ever be 
kept from having comfort when 
they have no right to it! 

Have you the other blessings? 
Have you had the conviction of 
sin? Have you ever felt your 
guilt before God? Have your souls 
been humbled at Jesus’ feet? And 
have you been made to look to 


Holy Spirit, before you can derive 
anything from this. 


And now I have done. You have 
heard what this babbler hath said 
once more. What has it been? 
Something about the Comforter. 
But let me ask you before you go, 
what do you know about the Com- 
forter? Each one of you, before 
descending the steps of this chapel, 
let this solemn question thrill 
through your souls—What do you 
know of the Comforter? O! poor 
souls, if ye know not the Comfor- 
ter, I will tell you what you shall 
know. You shall know the Judge! 
If ye know not the Comforter on 
earth, ye shall know the Condemn- 
er in the next world, who shall 
cry, “Depart, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire in hell.” Well might 
Whitefield call out, “O earth, 
earth, earth, hear the word of the 
Lord!” If ye were to live here for- 
ever, ye might slight tle gospel; if 
ye had a lease of your lives, ye 
might despise the Comforter. But, 
Sirs, ye must die. Since last we met 
together, probably some have gone 
to their long last home; and ere 
we meet again in this sanctuary, 
some here will be amongst the 
glorified above, or amongst the 
damned below. Which will it be? 
Let your soul answer. If tonight 
you fell down dead in your pews, 
or where you are standing in the 
gallery, where would you be? in 
Heaven or in Hell? Ah! deceive 
not yourselves; let conscience have 
its perfect work; and if in the 
sight of God, you are obliged to 
say, “I tremble and fear lest my 
portion should be with unbeliev- 
ers,” listen one moment, and then 
I have done with thee. “He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be 


saved, and he that believeth not 
shall be damned.” 
Weary sinner, hellish sinner, 


thou who art the devil’s castaway, 


Calvary alone for your refuge? If| reprobate, profligate, harlot, rob- 


not, you have no right to conso-| 


lation. Do not take an atom of it. 
The Spirit is a convincer before 
He is a Comforter; and you must 


| 


ber, thief, adulterer, fornicator, 
drunkard, swearer, Sabbath-break- 
er—-list! I speak to thee as well as 
to the rest. I exempt no man. God 


A Signpost 
(Continued from page 1) 


But no ordinary dreams and 
hopes filled the heart of Abraham 
on this wonderful occasion. The 
words of promise were continually 
ringing in his ears—‘and all the 
nations of the earth shall be 
blessed in him” (Gen. 18:18.) This 
lad in Abraham’s tent was the one 
in whom this glorious future was 
wrapped up. How strange and re- 
markable, then, that at the com- 
mencement of chapter 22 we hear 
God saying to the patriarch, “Take 
now thy son, thine only son Isaac, 
whom thou lovest, and get thee 
into the land of Moriah; and offer 
him there for a burnt-offering upon 
one of the mountains which I will 
tell thee of.” 


We have only to read the first 
verse of this chapter, however, to 
find out the explanation of this 
seemingly strange command, for we 
are told that God was deliberately 
testing the reality of His servant’s 


here. ““Whosoever believeth on the 
name of Jesus Christ shall be 
saved.” Sin is no barrier: thy guilt 
is no obstacle. Whosoever—though 
he were as black as Satan, though 
he were filthy as a fiend—whoso- 
ever this night believes, shall have 
every sin forgiven, shall have eve- 
ry crime effaced; shall have every 
iniquity blotted out; shall be saved 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and shail 
stand in Heaven safe and secure. 
That is the glorious gospel. God 
apply it to your hearts, and give 
you faith in Jesus! 


“We have listened to the preach- 


er 

Truth by him has now been 
shown; 

But we want a@ GREATER TEACHER, 


F’'rom the everlasting throne: 
APPLICATION 
Is the work of God alone.” 


(From the book, SPURGEON’S SER- 
MONS, Volume I, published by Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
This book may be ordered from THE 


To Calvary 


| JOO sheets - 50 


faith. It had been put to the test 
many times already in the long 
years of waiting for the fulfillment 
of the promises; now it is to be 
subjected to an acid test—and right 
nobly did Abraham respond. There 
is no indication in the inspired 
record that there was any hesita- 
tion or argument, but quietly and 
unquestioningly Abraham obeyed. 
He was ready to follow what he 
felt convinced was the will of God, 
even though he could, as yet, not 
understand the reason for it. The 
very moment his name was called, 
he answered, “Behold, here I am.” 
He was ready immediately to do 
whatever was required of him. 
Whatever the bidding, as far as 
Abraham was concerned, it must 
be instantly and quickly obeyed. 


To Abraham’s response, however, 
there came a call which cut into 
the very depths of his heart. Lis- 
ten to the words which Abraham 
heard, and try and conceive what 
his feelings must have been as they 
fell on his wondering ears. ‘“Take 
now,” said God (without delay or 
postponement) “thine only son 
Isaac, whom thou lovest” (the very 
sentence being a poignant reminder 
of the fact that Isaac had already 


(Continued on page Y) 
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wound his tendrils securely around 
his father’s heart) .. . “and offer 
him .. . for a _ burnt-offering.” 
Could any test have been harder or 
more searching than this? But keen 
as was the pang which the call of 
God sent to Abraham’s heart, he 
instantly obeyed. He did not stop 
to reason or to question, but with- 
out a moment’s hesitation he set 
out to do that which God had bid- 
den him to do—cost what it might. 


Rising early in the morning, 
Abraham makes all the prepara- 
tions that are necessary for the 
painful journey, even to the cleav- 
jing of the wood upon which the 
victim is to be laid. On the third 
day Abraham sees in the distance 
the mountain spot upon which the 
sacrifice is to be made, but before 
they enter on the final stages of 
that momentous journey, Abraham 
dismisses his servants—he wants 
them to be out of sight of the mov- 
ing scene about to take place upon 
that God-appointed mountain. He 
wanted no human eye to look upon 
his agony or to witness his grief; so 
he leaves them behind and journeys 
on with his son, “Abide ye here 
with the ass,” he says, “and I and 
the lad will go yonder and worship, 
and come again to you” (Gen. 22: 
5). 

And now comes the most pathe- 
tic part of the whole narrative, for 
Abraham takes the materials for 
the sacrifice and lays them upon 
Isaac his son—a wonderful picture 
of One of whom it was afterwards 
recorded, “And he bearing his cross 
went forth into a place called the 
place of a skull, which is called in 
the Hebrew Golgotha” (John 19: 
17). 

Abraham cannot bring himself to 
tell his son just what the end is to 
be, and so they journey on in sil- 
ence; but with what different feel- 
jngs—Abraham’s heart breaking in 
sorrow; Isaac’s perplexed and awed 


‘by the unexplained_mystery. The 


lad was perplexed by the absence 
of a Lamb (so essential for wor- 
ship), and awed by the anguished 
silence of his father. At last the 
terrible question falls from Isaac’s 
lips, “Behold the fire and the 
wood; but where is the lamb for a 
burnt-offering?” (Gen, 22:7). 

Even now Abraham cannot bring 
himself to disclose to Isaac what 
was before them, but he gives the 
answer of faith, “My son,-God will 
provide himself a lamb for a burnt- 
offering: so they went both of them 
together” (Gen. 22:8). 


At last the mountain site is 
reached, and Abraham proceeds to 
erect an altar upon which to sacri- 
fice his son; the wood is laid in 
order, and Isaac, unresisting and 
obedient, is laid upon it after be- 
ing bound. Now comes the supreme 
challenge to Abraham’s faith, but 
there is no sign of faltering on his 
part. Men raise a thousand ques- 
tions today as they hear the story, 
but the man most concerned raised 
none. It was not his business to 
settle the problem it presented—it 
was his business to obey and leave 
the miracle with God. Abraham 
knew very well that all the divine 
promises centered in Isaac, and 
that if he were cut off, the innum- 
erable seed foretold would be de- 
stroyed in him. But that did not 
deter him—the same God who made 
the Covenant and gave the promise, 
now gives the command to sweep 
it all away. But Abraham is deter- 
mined to obey>~We- are given a 
glimpse of his thoughts in that il- 
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luminating passage in Hebrews, 
chapter 11, where we are told he 
obeyed “in faith” “accounting that 
God was able to raise him up, even 
from the dead; from whence also 
Nhe received him in a figure” (Heb. 
11:17-19). He knew full well that 
God’s commands never cancel or 
clash with His purposes or plans. 
And so, in a sublime moment of 
obedience and faith, he takes the 
glittering knife to slay his son. 


Another moment, and his up- 
raised hand will fall, and that shin- 
ing blade will find its sheath in 
the bosom of the son he loves. But 
suddenly he hears his name twice 
repeated, and the same prompt an- 
swer is again forthcoming, “Here 
am I.” How many times we have 
rejoiced with Abraham, have we 
not, as we have listened to the 
words which fell like music on his 
ears, “Lay not thine hand upon the 
lad, neither do thou any thing unto 
him: for now I know that thou 
fearest God, seeing thou hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son 
from me” (Gen. 22:12). 

Abraham had proved his faith 
and obedience by going straight 
forward, right up to the very point 
of actual sacrifice, and God was 
satisfied. He had not wanted a lit- 
eral offering of Isaac upon the al- 
tar. What He desired was the ab- 
solute surrender of Abraham’s all 
to Himself, and that surrender was 
now complete—God takes the will 
for the deed. 

Just at that stage Abraham 
looked around, and, to his aston- 
ishment, he saw a ram with its 
horns entangled in a thicket, and, 
recognizing in that seeming coin- 
cidence a remarkable provision of 
God, he uses the sacrificial knife 
originally uplifted over Isaac for 
the slaying of the ram, and offered 
it on the selfsame altar as a sacri- 
fice in the place of his son. 


We can imagine the mutual joy 
with which father and son returned 
homewards, after such an extraor- 
dinary experience, and with what 
a depth of meaning Abraham called 
that. place “Jehovah-jireh” (“The 
Lord will provide’’). 


Now this wonderful chapter is 
simply alive with spiritual truth, 
but there is only time now for us 
to remind ourselves of three out- 
standing features in this remark- 
able story, “A Signpost to Calvary” 
—each of which, I trust, will bring 
to our hearts a definite application 
of the Gospel message :— 


1. The Sacrifice of the Father 


I don’t know if you have ever 
followed the practice yourself, dear 
friends, but you have probably 
seen other people Going it at times 
when there has been a partial 
eclipse of the sun. It has been im- 
possible to gaze directly on that 
shining orb in the heavens as it 
undergoes its eclipse—its rays are 
too strong and powerful for our hu- 
man eyes to meet, but we have per- 
haps taken a bowl of clear water, 
placed it in a position where the 
sun is clearly seen reflected in it, 
and then we have seen the whole 
incident taking place in miniature; 
watching its various stages in a 
way the human eye can take it in. 
In like manner, when we seek to 
gaze at times upon the mighty love 
of God revealed at Calvary, it 
seems so wonderful, so absolutely 
stupendous, that these finite minds 
of ours can scarcely take it in. 


His is love, tis love unbounded, 
Without measure, without end; 

Human thought is here confounded, 
Tis too vast to cOmprehend., 


But, as we look together at chap- 
ter 22 of Genesis, we see that In- 
finite and Eternal love reflected in 
miniature in an earthly father’s 
heart, and we are better able to 
understand the mighty love of God 
as we get some estimate of the ex- 
tent of Abraham’s sacrifice. 


As we have already seen, all the 
hopes and desires and affections of 
Abraham were centered in his be- 
loved son, Isaac, and in consenting 
to offer up his son, Abraham, was 
giving his al//. And in the great- 
ness of this earthly father’s sacri- 
fice, we catch a glimpse of the 
meaning of that unfathomable text 
in John 3:16: “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life,” or as 


Paul puts it in Romans 8:32, “He 


; . spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all.’”’ May 
we each one be able to say, 


Oh, the love thet gave Jesus to die, 
The love that gave Jesus to die; 
Praise God it is mine, 
This love so divine, 
The Love that gave Jesus to die. 


When my lad was four years 
old, he spent fourteen weeks in a 
hospital with a serious ear infection. 
The first time we were able to visit 
him, he was so distressed that we 
were forbidden to see him again 
for some weeks. I shall never for- 
get the look on his face as he 
climbed up in his little cot and held 
out “his arms to me saying, “Take 
me home, Daddy, take me home. 
I'll be a good boy, Daddy, if you’ll 
take me home.” As I turned away 
from that heartbreaking appeal and 
left him to think he was forsaken 
(for he was too young to under- 
stand), I think I learnt more than 
in any other experience something 
of what God must have felt when 
He turned away at Calvary from 
that anguished cry, “My God, My 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
I had no power to deliver my lad, 
and therefore had to leave him in 
strange but tender hands, but God 
could have delivered His Son from 
the cruel blows of brutal men, and 
yet, for my sake and yours, dear 
sinner, He turned away. It was the 
price He had to pay if we were to 
be redeemed. 


2. The Submission of the Son 


It is significantly stated, twice 


could scarcely have been perfect 
without the thought of substitution 
being made prominent; and so the 
picture changes here. Isaac ceases 
to be a type of Christ for the mo- 
ment, at this particular point in the 
story, for Isaac did not die. But 
there was one who did die in Isaac's 
stead—the ram who became his 
substitute. And so the ram comes 
into the picture where Isaac leaves 
off. Abraham cut the cords and re- 
leased his son, but the ram was 
bound and slain and offered in 
Isaac’s place. 

Abraham had said, in response 
to his son’s perplexed question, 
“Where is the lamb?”, “My son, 
God will provide himself a lamb.” 
And in the fact that God provided 
the ram which became the accepted 
sacrifice, we may surely see a 
“signpost to Calvary”—a dim pre- 
sentation of the great truth that 
the only sacrifice which God ac- 
cepts for a world’s sin is the sacri- 
fice which He Himself has provided 
in the person of His Son. This is 
the meaning of all the sacrificial 
worship of the Old Testament— 
“God will provide himself a Lamb.” 
And in the early chapters of the 
New Testament we hear the an- 
swer to the age-long yearning of 
the human heart as we listen to 
John the Baptist’s ringing voice 
declaring,“Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world” (John 1:29). 


It is just this simple and sub- 
lime fact that constitutes the Gos- 
pel, that Christ’s death upon the 
cross was a death “in our stead.”’ 
He was our blest Substitute, “bear- 


over in this chapter, concerning |!Mg Our sins in his own body on 


Abraham’s journey with Isaac to|the tree” (i Pet. 2:24). “He was | 
Mount Moriah, “They went both | wounded for our transgressions, he | 


of them together.” We have be- 
come so accustomed to stress the 
remarkable faith and sacrifice of 
Abraham that led him to offer even 
his own son to God, that Isaac’s 
part in the great transaction is 
sometimes overlooked. But it is 
abundantly clear that he must have 
consented to the sacrifice, for he 
uttered not a word of resistance. 
There was no outcry or attempt at 
flight when he discovered his fath- 
er’s purpose, but he quietly sub- 
mitted to be laid upon the altar 
without a murmur. And so the 
sacrifice was his as much as his 
father’s. He was the son of pro- 
mise, with great and divine pur- 
poses depending upon him; but if 
God wanted him to die, he was per- 
fectly willing to bow to the will of 
God. 


Let us never forget that Isaac 
was quite a young man at this time, 
and his father over a hundred 
years old. He might easily there- 
fore have resisted his father’s ac- 
tions, but that would have spoilt 
God’s picture, for Isaac’s submis- 
sion and obedience were undoubt- 
edly intended to portray Christ’s 
obedience “unto death, even the 
death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8). Ina 
deep and real sense it could be said 
of God the Father and God the Son 
that in accomplishing the work of 
man’s redemption, “they went both 
of them together.”’ The purpose of 
Father and Son was one—a great 
redeeming activity that beat in both 
their hearts. When Abraham took 
the wood and laid it upon Isaac 
his son, what a burden it must 
have been in the heart of that 
earthly father! It was the symbol 
of death; the token of sacrifice— 
but to us it is something more; it 
is a clearcut picture of Christ the 
Son of God with the burden of our 
iniquity laid upon Him by a 
Father-God: “The Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 
53:6): 


All my sins were laid apon Him, 
Jesus bore them on the tree; 
God, who knew them, laid them on 

Him, 
And, believing, I am free. 


In all the agony and shame of 
the cross, two things emerge in 
solitary grandeur: the _ sacrificial 
love of God in sparing not His Son, 
and the submissive surrender of 
Christ as the voluntary sacrifice 
for sin, So we may link these two 
glorious truths together in one in- 
spired sentence and say, with Paul, 
“God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sin- 


ners, Christ died for us’ (Rom. 
5:8). 
3. The Substitution of the 


Offering 


If we are to consider the scene 
on Mount Moriah as typical of the 
greater scene on Mount Calvary, it 


was bruised for our iniquities; the 
chastisement of our peace was up- 
on him; and with his stripes we 
are healed” (Isa. 53:5). He was 


Our Substitute as really and com- | 


pletely as the ram was Isaac’s. 


Adam’s sin had brought us into |; 


the place of death; God’s hand is 
uplifted against the sinner, as Abra- 
ham’s hand was uplifted against 
Isaac. But listen, dear sinner, with 
all your ears and heart: 


The tempest’s awful voice was 
heard, 

O Christ, it broke on Thee, 
Thine open bosOm wes my ward, 
It braved the storm for me. 

Thy form was scarred, 
Thy visage marred, 
Now cloudless peace for me. 


If you will only make this lan- 
guage yours in sincerity now, you 
may be as completely delivered 
from death as Isaac was in the nar- 
rative we have been considering. 

What a story he had to tell as 
he returned from Moriah—his own 
danger as he lay upon the altar.. 
the arresting voice from Heaven 
.. . the substitute provided by God 

. the death of the ram in his 
stead, Can you tell a similar story 
as you lay down this paper, of par- 
don from guilt and deliverance from 
eternal death through another who 
died upon the cross on your be- 
half, It’s the story I’ve been striv- 
ing to tell by lip and pen for over 
thirty years, and I pray God that 
the telling of it once again in this 
Gospel message may be, for YOU, 
a real “signpost to Calvary.” If it 
has, I’m sure the editor would be 
glad to hear about it, and would 
in turn let me know, that we might 
rejoice together. 


Follow the Signpost! 


What a beautiful story it is about 
Abraham gladly offering Isaac, be- 
lieving that God was able to raise 
him from the dead. We may be 
sure that Abraham understood 
something of the meaning of the 
substitute ram, for Jesus said, 
“Abraham rejoiced to see my day: 
and he saw it, and was glad” (John 
8:56). And this Bible story from 
the Old Testament points to the 
coming Saviour. But now He has 
already come. Will you today fol- 
low the signpost to Jesus, and have 
your sins forgiven? 


How sweetly the English evan- 
gelist, Leslie Greening, has told us 
the story in the above sermon. 
Isaac knew that he was scheduled 


for death, but that a ram took his |N 


place. You and I know that we were 
doomed to eternal death, and Jesus, 
the Lamb of God, took our place. 
I wonder if you, dear reader, have 
trusted in Jesus, have accepted that 
dear Saviour? If not, won’t you 
do so this very day? 

The editor now begs you that, if 
you have never trusted Jesus and 
claimed Him openly as your own 


} 


| 


B ’ 


Saviour, you will do so this mo- 
ment. I beg you to decide, trust 
Jesus Christ and claim Him as 
your own this very day. 

If you will trust the Saviour, I 
beg you to sign the decision form 
below, then copy it in a letter and 
mail it to me. I will notify Evan- 
gelist Greening, and we will rejoice 
together over your salvation, and 
I will send you a letter of comfort 
and encouragement. Decide ana 
sign it today! Follow the signpost 
to Calvary and put your trust in 
Jesus! 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I have read the sermon, “A 
Signpost to Calvary,” by Evange- 
list Leslie Greening, I have come 
to realize that I am a poor lost 
sinner who needs forgiveness and 
salvation. Today, with all my heart, 
I turn from my sins, I turn to Jesus 
and depend upon Him to save me. 
Here and now I give Him my heart, 
I accept Him as my Saviour, I de- 
pend upon Him to change my heart 
and give me everlasting life. I mail 
this as my public confession of 
faith. By God's help, I will set out 
to live for Him, and will claim 


‘Him openly as my Saviour. 


SIGNED 
Address ...... 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Whosoever and Whatsoever 


(Continued from page 3) 


boldly stepping out upon them 
so as to give God a chance to 
prove Himself; when one con- 
fesses and forsakes known sin and 
has a tender and sensitive heart 
on the sin question; and when one 
walks in the Spirit day by day so 
the blessed Holy Spirit may more 
readily give us the gift of faith, 
then surely it is proper and right 
for one to pray that God will 
bless these means and give us the 
gift, the grace of faith, in par- 
ticular matters. 

Of course, in the matter of sal- 
vation one only needs to take God 
at His Word and trust Him. But 
on same other matters, one needs 
to wait on God and earnestly Seek 
to have faith to claim the things 
which he desires. 

It is the command of the Lord 
Jesus, “Have faith in God.” And 
one can have faith in God if he 
is willing to come God’s way for 
faith. 


Ill. The Same Blessed 
Promises About Prayer 
for “Whosoever” Prays 

When Jesus said, “Have faith in 
God.” He continued, “For verily 
I say unto you, That whosoever 
shall say unto this mountain... 
but shall believe that those things 
which he saith shall come to pass; 
he shall have whatsoever he saith” 
(Mark 11:23). This is a “whoso- 
ever” promise! In other words, 
God has exactly the same prom- 
ises about prayer for everybody 
in the world who will meet His 
condition of faith. 

My book, Prayer—Asking and 
Receiving, has been distributed in 
120,000 copies and 20,000 more are 
now being delivered as this is 
written. In it I tell many bless- 
ed answers to prayer which God 
has given me, as well as discuss- 
ing many Scriptures on prayer. 
And frequently I get letters which 
make me sad concerning this book. 
Someone writes and says, 

‘Dear Brother Rice: I have read 
your book on Prayer, and I know 
that God answers your prayer. 
So I want you to pray for a cer- 
tain thing for me.” 

But they have misunderstood 
the purpose of that book. I did not 
write a book to show how good 
a pray-er I was, but to show what 
a great answer-er of prayer God 
is! May God forgive me if I ever 
leave the impression that He is 
more willing to answer my prayers 
than the prayers of anybody else. 
No, God is no respecter of persons. 

Some people believe that God 
has selected certain people whose 
prayers He hears with favor, more 
than those of other people. Not 
so! The dear Saviour plainly says 
that this promise is to whosoever. 

In John 3:16 we read the blessed 
promise of salvation to whosoever 
believes in Christ. The whosoever 
in John 3:16 is for every pocr 
Sinner in the world, in every gen- 
eration. There never has been a 
time when, if a sinner put his 
trust in Jesus Christ, he would 
not be saved. There never will 
be a time when that promise does 
not apply to any poor trusting sin- 
ner. So it is with this promise. 
The whosoever in Mark 11:23 is 
as universal as the whosoever in 
John 3:16. God’s universal promise 
that He will answer the prayer of 
faith is as broad and all-inclusive 
as His promise that He will save 
one who trusts Him for salvation. 

God could change His way of 
dealing in certain ages, and with 
certain people, in minor matters. 
For example, He could have people 
offer animal sacrifices before 
Christ came, as object lessons 
pointing to the coming Saviour. 
He could give the Jews certain 


ceremonial laws, such as circum- | 


cision, the Passover, the Levitical 
dietary laws, the Jewish Sabbath. 
These were temporary and cere- 
monial matters, with certain spir- 
itual lessons involved. 

But the matter of prayer is not 
a ceremonial matter, and people 
do not pray simply as object les- 
sons. God answers prayer because 
it is a part of His nature to an- 


So to Him, all flesh comes. That 
is, every kind of man in the world, 
in all countries, in all ages, can 
come to God in prayer because 
that is the kind of God He is! 
Just as mercy is a part of God’s 
nature, just as righteousness is a 
part of God’s nature, so His lov- 
ing attributes make Him always 
a God who hears prayer. And the 
God who is no respecter of per- 
sons finds it in His very nature 
to love men and to want to hear 
them pray, and to want to give 
their hearts’ desires when they 
trust Him. So God makes His 
promises about prayer to every- 
body. He says ‘whosoever’ when 
He makes a promise about prayer. 

So God’s rules about prayer do 
not change in dispensations. God 
answers prayer today just as He 
did in the Old Testament times. 
And for New Testament Chris- 
tians, God holds up Elijah, the 
great Old Testament prophet, as 
a model in prayer. 

“Elias was a man subject to 
like passions as we are, and he 
prayed earnestly that it might 
not rain: and it rained not on 
the earth by the space of three 
years and six months. And he 
prayed again, and the heaven 
gave rain, and the earth brought 
forth her fruit.”—Jas. 5:17, 18. 
God would as soon hear a New 

Testament Christian pray in New 
Testament times as to hear Elijah 
pray in Old Testament times. And 
His offers of mercy, His loving 
response to faith, are exactly the 
same in all ages to all people. 

Some people have foolishly said 
that God gives earthly blessings 
to Jews, but He gives only spir- 
itual blessings to Gentiles and to 
the church. But the Bible makes 
no such distinction. In the Lord's 
Prayer, the model prayer, Jesus 
taught us to pray, “Give us this 
day our daily bread.” He is con- 
cerned about the material needs 
of His children now, as ever He 
was concerned about the material 
needs of the Jews. God has not 
changed in the matter of answer- 
ing prayer. His promises are al- 
ways the same. He always means 
“whosoever”. when He invites men 
to pray, and promises to-answer 
faith. 

Does God work miracles today 
in answer to prayer? Well, mir- 
acles were always rare. Some peo- 
ple have the naive idea that Bible 
Christians just regularly went out 
and worked miracles before break- 
fast. They did nothing of the sort. 
Only Elijah and Elisha in the Old 
Testament, and only Peter and 
Paul in the New Testament, as 
far as I remember, raised the dead, 
and they only once each as far 
as we know. Even the dear Lord 
Jesus only three times that we 
know about raised the dead. Mir- 
acles were relatively rare even 
in Bible times. God usually works 
through natural means in the 
physical world. But God’s power 
is no less now than it was in 
Bible times; and His promises are 
exactly the same. If God would 
move a mountain in answer to 
the prayer of undoubting faith 
in Bible times, then today He 
says “whosoever” about exactly 
the same promise. 

Thank God that anybody in the 
world may come to God in faith 
to have his prayers answered. 

So make sure that your prayers 
are according to the Scriptures, 
and that you pray in the will of 
God, as led by the Spirit of God. 
And then seek to be so near God 
and to know His perfect will so 
well that you can come with great 
boldness and faith to ask for what 
you want. And in thatecase, “What 
things soever ye desire, when ye 
pray, believe that ye receive them, 
and ye shall have them” (Mark 
11:24). For the promise is to ‘“‘who- 
soever.” 


IV. We Are Invited to Ask 
For “Whatsoever,” and 
“What Things.Soever 
Ye Desire” 

A preacher whom I heard not 
long ago said, “God promises to 


swer prayer. ‘The psalmist ad- | supply our needs, but not our 


dresses God with these inspired 
words. 

“O thou that hearest prayer, 
unto thee shall all flesh come.” 
Psa. 65:2. 

' God never changes, and this 
is the kind of God He is—He is 
the God who answers prayer! 


wants.” But how wrong he was! 
God promises to supply both our 
needs and our wants. And in the 
passage we are now studying, 
Mark 11:24, Jesus plainly says 


that we should pray for ‘what 
things soever ye desire.” We are 


to ask for anything we want! 
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I well remember that when I 
was a boy I felt it would be all 
right to pray for corn bread and 
beans and buttermilk, the staple 
necessities of common fare, along 
with salt pork, perhaps. But I felt 
that pineapple upside-down cake, 
or strawberry shortcake, were lux- 
uries for which it would be pre- 
sumptuous to pray. I did not know 
then that one is commanded to 
pray for “what things soever ye 
desire.” 

But this Scripture is not alone 
in teaching that one should bring 
every desire of the heart, every 
longing, to God in prayer. Psalm 
37:4 says, 

“Delight thyself also in the 
Lord; and he shall give thee 
the desires of thine heart.” — 
Every desire of the heart should 

be taken to God in prayer. 

In John 15:7 Jesus tells us, 

“If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you.” 

What are we to ask of God? 
The answer is, in the words of 
Jesus, “what ye will”! 

And in John 14:13,14 Jesus 
uses the same word whatsoever 
used in Mark 11:23. Jesus said, 

“And whatsoever ye shall ask 
in my name, that will I do, that 
the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. If ye shall ask any 
thing in my name, I will do it.” 
One who comes to pray should 

ask “whatsoever” he wishes. He 
shall ask any thing. And if you 
ask it in Jesus’ name, you may 
have it. 

This plan of taking everything 
to God in prayer is God’s cure for 
the sin of worry. For Philippians 
4:6, 7 says: 

“Be careful for nothing; but 
in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known 
unto God. And the peace of God, 
which passeth all understand- 


ing, shall keep your hearts 
and minds’ through Christ 
Jesus.” 


One should pray about every- 
thing; that, says the Lord, is the 
way to continual peace. 

But suppose one’s desires are 
wrong? Suppose one wants that 
which he has no right to have? 
Would it not be wrong to pray 
about it? Well, if one knows that 
his desires are wrong, he should 
confess them as a sin to God, to 
get forgiveness and cleansing. But 
in any case, if a person has a 
right to work and plan to obtain 
things by any means, he has a 
right to pray for them. And if one 
is not sure whether his heart’s 
desires will please God, it is still 
right to bring the request to the 
Lord with the earnest desire that 
either God will give the heart’s 
petition or change the desire. If 
you want the wrong thing, you 
should ask God to change your 
“wanter’’ and make you want the 
things that will please Him. But 
it is always wrong to keep any 
area of one’s life apart from God. 
Rather, the whole heart’s desire 
should be brought before God and 
submitted for His verdict. If the 
desire is wrong, we will learn it 
all the sooner by coming with an 
open heart to tell it to God. And 
if the desire is right, we are on 
proper ground when we ask our 
heavenly Father for the thing we 
crave. 

Yes, a Christian should take 
everything to God in prayer, ask 
for everything He wants. “What 
things soever ye desire when ye 
pray” should be the subject of our 
prayers. 

It is obvious that the promise in 
Mark 11:23,24 involves’ great 
things. 

“For verily I say unto you, 
That whosoever shall say unto 
this mountain, Be thou removed, 
and be thou cast into the sea; 
and shall not doubt in his heart, 
but shall believe that those 
things which he saith shall come 
to pass; he shall have whatso- 
ever he saith.” 

That is‘'a promise of a miracle 
in answer to the prayer of faith. 
And when Jesus said in verse 24, 
“What things soever ye desire, 
when ye pray, believe that ye re- 
ceive them, and ye shall have 
them,” He is making the promise 
big enough to fit miracles or any- 
thing else that one can ask in 
faith. 

Sometimes men rebuke us for 
asking, asking, asking from God. 
The modernist,, Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, in his book, The Meaning 
of Prayer, says that God is not 


Preaching, Power and Promotion 


(Continued from page 2) 

Work for Him as the way opens: 
— ‘Be ye doers of the word, and 
not hearers only” (Jas. 1:22). 
“He that doeth the will of my 
Father” (Matt. 7:21). 

Seek to win others to Jesus:—‘As 
my Father hath sent me, even 
so send I you” (John 20:21). “I 
will make you fishers of men” 
(Matt. 4:19; Luke 19:10). 

Press onward, outward, upward: 
—‘For the prize of the high 


calling of God in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 3:13, 14). 
righteousness” (II Tim. 4:8). 
With repentance toward God I 
receive Jesus Christ as my Sav- 


iour and Lord, and relying upon 


divine help will endeavor to fol- 
low his example and obey his com- 
mands. 
Name 
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a Santa Claus, that prayer is not 
supposed to get things from God. 
But he is wrong in supposing that 
God cannot do more wonderful 
things than little children suppose 
Santa Claus to do. Men would dis- 
courage us from calling on our 
omnipotent heavenly Father, but 
the Bible never does. Again and 
again the Bible encourages us to 
ask great things of God. 

Notice the following Scrip- 
tures: 

“Ah Lord God! behold thou 
hast made the heaven and the 
earth by thy great power and 
the stretched out arm, and 
there is nothing too hard for 
thee.”—Jer. 32:17. 

“Then came the word of the 
Lord unto Jeremiah, saying, Be- 
hold, I am the Lord, the God of 
all flesh: is there any thing too 
hard for me?”’—Jer. 32:26, 27. 

“Call unto me, and I will an- 
swer thee, and shew thee great 
and mighty things, which thou 
knowest not.’—Jer. 33:3. 

“Now unto him that is able 
to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that 
worketh in us.’’—Eph. 3:20. 
Here we are encouraged to pray 

for great things, mighty things. 
We are told plainly that God is 
able to do exceeding abundantly 
above anything we can ask or even 
think. 

Psalm 81:10 has a wonderful 
invitation to large prayers: 

“I am the Lord thy God, 
which brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt: open thy mouth 
wide, and I will fill it.” 

Here God reminds us of aH the 
miracles done in Egypt by the 
hand of Mosegy—the water turned 
to blood, the plagues of frogs, of 
flies, of lice, the murain of cattle, 
the hail, the midnight darkness, 
the death of the firstborn. ‘All 
these,’ God says, ‘I did. And I 
can do the same kind of things 
for you. Open your mouth wide 
and I will fill it.’ 

God reminds us of how Pharaoh 


and his armies were destroyed 
in the Red Sea when the walls 
of water stood up contrary to the 
laws of nature, till the children 


of Israel had passed through and 


then submerged the pursuing ar- 
my. God reminds us that He 
brought water out of a rock, when 
Moses smote -it, to quench the 
thirst of three and one-half mil- 
lion people and their cattle. ‘Don’t 
you think I could fill your mouth?’ 
God says. “Open thy mouth wide, 
and I will fill it.” 


He reminds us of the manna 


sent from Heaven to feed millions 
of people for forty years, never 
failing once with the angels’ food 
at the time appointed, and with 
twice the usual portion the day 
before the Sabbath. God reminds 
us that the children’s clothes grew 
with the children and that the 
garments “waxed not old” during 
all those forty years. He reminds 
of His deliverance of the children 
of Israel from their enemies, and 
then, with alf these mighty acts 
in mind, He said, 
“I am the Lord thy God, 
Which brought thee out of the 


(Continued on page 11) 
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(Continued from page 10) — 


land of Egypt: open thy mouth 
wide, and I will fill it.’’—Psa. 
81:10. 


Here is a wonderfully encourag- 
ing invitation to large prayers! 
We have a great God! And His 
love is equal to His power. His 
tender mercy is great enough for 
our needs just as is His abundant 
treasury. We should ask for great 
things from God. 


Once in Dallas, Texas, a good 
deacon came to the office on a 
week day and we discussed our 
needs, and agreed to pray. We 
were to start a tent revival cam- 
paign, and seats, lights, our ad- 
vertising, and financing were ser- 
ious problems. We were building 
a great church building, paying 
cash for carloads of brick and 
loads of concrete in the midst 
ef the depression, and the money 
involved serious problems. I had 
heavy printing bills on THE Sworp 
OF THE LORD and on free literature 
given away. We talked about 
people we wanted to see saved, 
about the daily radio program 
which required so much labor and 
broadcast fees; and when we got 
down to pray this good man was 
somewhat overwhelmed. He be- 
gan his prayer something like this, 


“Dear Lord, it may seem like 
we are asking You an awful lot, 
but if You will just give us these 
things today, we'll try not to ask 
You so much any more.” 

I have laughed in my heart 
many times at the ridiculous idea 
that we could be asking so many 
things that God would be strained 
to answer them, or that God would 
be displeased at our boldness. 
But in actual truth, all of us have 
the same guilty frame of mind. We 
dare not ask things big enough 
for a great God, the things He 
has invited us to ask. We sin con- 
tinually in small prayers, growing 
out of our small faith. 

The great men of God who 
honored Him most have been the 
men who made great petitions 
and asked great things from God. 
George Muller prayed down seven 
and one-half million dollars for 
the care of orphan children, for 
the spread of Christian literature, 
for the support of missionaries and 
Bible societies, and never asked 
a man for a penny. Hudson Taylor, 
through faith, founded the China 
Inland Mission, and in his lifetime 
took with him and trained and 
sent out hundreds of missionaries 
who were supported’ through 
prayer, and faith, without any di- 
rect appeal for funds. D. L. Moody 
spent thousands of dollars in build- 
ing what is now Moody Bible In- 
stitute, in building the school at 
Northfield, Massachusetts, in 
founding the colportage library, 
in building the Chicago Avenue 
Church, the original: building of 
what is now Moody Memorial 
Church in Chicago, and in his 
tremendous Chicago World’s Fair 
revival campaigns and other re- 
vival efforts. He gave, he chal- 
lenged others to give, but pri- 
marily he prayed and believed God. 
These men and others like them 
were great in that they followed 
the motto of one of them. Hud- 
son Taylor said, “Attempt great 
things for God; expect great things 
from God.” 

My own faith has been very 
smail compared with that of the 
giants of God mentioned above. 
And yet I want to give my earnest 
and grateful testimony that the 
more I have had faith to ask, the 
more God has given. 

When my book, Prayer—Ask- 
ing and Receiving, was published 
some ten years ago (1942), I 
praised God that He had let me 
have some $38,000 to spend in 
Christian literature, and that this 
money came in answer to prayer. 
Now I can praise the Lord that 
He has proven Himself and in- 
creased my faith, by His continued 
blessings. Now in one year the 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 
Spends a great deal more than 


$38,000 in getting out the gospel | 


in books and pamphlets, while 
our office payroll runs some $2, 
100 weekly, and the printing and 
mailing of THE SworRD OF THE 
LorpD alone costs over $2,000 week- 
ly. A week ago we agreed to buy 
an additional building to house 
some of our overcrowded workers 
in Wheaton (at this moment some 
sixty-five people). And we agreed 
to pay more than $50,000 for this 


and Whatsoever 


building with payments of 5,000 
per month beginning six weeks 
from the date of purchase. And 
we had no money in hand for the 
building, and we agreed that we 
should not take money from the 
regular funds of the Sword Foun- 
dation for this purpose. The money 
must come from a building fund, 
to be supplied by the people of 
God whose hearts the Lord shall 
touch. Thank God, we have sweet 
confidence that He who has so 
graciously blessed in the past will 
be all the more pleased that we 
trust Him for the monthly pay- 
ments which to us seem a large 
amount. 


In conclusion, let me tell you 
of the mercy of God in the first 
$1,000 gift I ever received for the 
Sword of the Lord work. It was 
some fifteen years ago in Dallas, 
Texas. I was pastor of the Gali- 
lean Baptist Church, but without 
any set salary. I had begun THE 
SworD OF THE LorD, and God was 
blessing it with increased circu- 
lation. I set the price of fifty cents 
per year for this weekly paper! 
You may well imagine that the 
four large pages weekly cost us 
much more than that. And the 
more subscriptions we _ received, 
the further we went in debt. When 
I would leave the church for two 
weeks and go out to hold revival 
campaigns and God’s people would 
give me a love-offering, I would 
return home and give the love- 
offering to pay up printing bills. 
But we began a great brick taber- 
nacle, and in several ways that 
cut my income. First, the more 
money I raised for the cash pay- 
ments for brick and concrete and 
lumber and carpenters’ wages and 
plumbing, the less the good church 
people had to put in the envelope 
specially marked ‘for the pastor.”’ | 
Then I was so occupied with the | 
burdens of raising money for the, 


church building and helping super- 
vise construction that I could not 
be away as much in revival ser- 
vices as usual, and so the income 
from love-offerings was cut down. 
The good Christian printer who 
printed THE Sworp OF THE LORD 
was patient, but I found we owed 
him $450 which I could not pay. 
So I borrowed the money at six 
per cent interest to pay that, 
trusting that in a few months’ 
time the money would be_in hand 
to pay off the note. But in six 


| I worked and prayed and God 
_Increased the crowd, and after a 
few nights we began-to see sin- 
ners saved. Soon the little taber- 
| nacle was full, and God was bless- 
| ing. On Thursday night of the 
second week, I said to tthe pas- 
‘tor, “We will announce that the 
meeting will close tomorrow night, 
‘as planned, and I must catch the 
night train back to Dallas for our 
‘Sunday services.” 

| “But you cannot leave now!” he 
said. ‘““‘We have been raising all the 


months’ time I had not only been ‘money we could to pay on. the 
unable to pay off the borrowed | jymber bill of the tabernacle. The 


money, but we owed the printer 
$270 more. Another printer we 
owed $200 for printing the booklet, 


“What Must I Do to Be Saved?,” 


which even then was being given 
away in great quantities. The 
debts were all on printing bills 


people who come on the week 
‘nights have been drained. We must 
stay over Sunday or we cannot 
‘get a good offering for you.” 

ae replied that he should not 
‘fret about the offering. I had 
‘made no demands and I had set 


for the Lord. For myself and for! no price on my service. I assured 


the family we contracted no debts. 
We paid cash for such groceries 
and clothes as we bought, and for 
other expenses, and we did with- 
out. But we could not well cur- 
tail publication of THE SWORD. 

About this time a pastor in the 
capital city of another state in- 
sisted that I come to his city for 
revival services in “The City-Wide 
Tabernacle.” He believed that the 
city could be shaken. He urged 
upon me until at last I consented 
to begin on a Monday night or 
Tuesday night, and to stay through 
one Sunday and through Friday 
night of the second week. 

When I arrived in his city, how- 
ever, I was shocked to find that 


the “City Wide Tabernacle” was | 


only a small tabernacle seating 


perhaps 250 people, in a residence | 


district. There had been no money 
for newspaper advertising, 
money for radio programs or an- 
nouncements. A few mimeo- 
graphed handbills, five hundred 
copies, had been distributed with- 
in the immediate vicinity of the 
church. The first night’s service 
saw only fifty people in the taber- 
nacle. 


no | 


him I would be content, whatever 
the offering amounted to, but I 
simply must be back to my own 
| pulpit, my radio broadcast, the 
‘large tabernacle, our Sunday nigint 
lcrowd for next Sunday. He was 
'sad. He lamented that there would 
‘be a very small offering, but I 
'told him not to worry. Whatever 
|God’s people did would content 
| me. 

| And I meant all that from my 
heart, yet I could not forget the 
$920 of printing bills that were 
past due and ought to be paid for 
Christian literature that had al- 
ready gone out to serve the Lord. 
When I retired that night, Satan 
sat on the footboard of the bed 
and taunted me. “So you don’t 
care whether you get a good love- 
offering here or not?” the Devil 
seemed to say. “Who is going to 
pay these bills that are due? It 
seems to me you're not getting 
anywhere very much. You work 
day and night. Your family does 
not have as nice clothes as other 
members of your own congrega- 
tion. You live in a ramshackle 


rented house with bare floors and 
with secondhand furniture. 


You 


, 
CRM : oe. a A ae oe oa ae Soe : Be ating 
> om ees, of oe i «vs Seca yy an - ee A OS ey . 
“an . 
» ~ o/ " 
x ms ~ “ “i 
; 


" oe . 
+ 


PTR 


CHAR L 


“The rich cream of a master pulpiteer.“—-R. S. Beal. Pastor First Baptist Church. Tucson, Arizona 


This comprehensive twenty-volume 
set is considered by preachers, Bible 
Students, teachers and friends of the 
Gospel around the world as ranking 


@ 1.894 different themes—c 


pletely indexed 


=) re 


20 LARGE VOLUMES—MEMORIAL LIBRARY 


K 0 VS 


E Ss HADDON 


SP VU 


among the greatest of all collec- 
tions of heart-warming, devotional, in- 
spirational, complete sermons ever pub- 


@ Sermons on Texts 


@ Suggestive helps for all who 


$1 Sermons on Bible Characters 
14 Sermons on the Miracles of Jesus 


ENTHUSIASTICALLY RECOMMENDED 
“I can think of no group of sermons 
that will mean more to sincere Gos- 
pel preachers of today than 
t messages from the Word of God 
Comin with the passion that marked 

Charles Spurgeon’s Ministry.” 
—Dr. Billy Graham 
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the sermons of Charles H. Spurgeon 
is almost like trying to whiten the 
snow, or redden the ruby or warm 
the fire. These sermons through many 
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Mr. Spurgeon’s sermons sparkle with 
Spirit-indicted qualities and speak with 
unquestionable force to hearts today.” 
S. Franklin Logsdon 

Moody Memoria! Church 


— DT. 
Former Pastor 
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give everything you can get your 
hands on to serve the Lord, and 
He leaves it for you to carry. the 
burden.” _- 

Satan seemed very real to me, 
and in my heart I said to him, 
“You old Liar, you Deceiver! You 
get on back to Hell and I will 
take this up with Headquarters.” 

Then with tears I told the Lord 
that I had never before fretted 
about what kind of offerings I 
would get, what kind of pay I 
would get for any service I had 
done for the Lord. I said, it is too 
late now for me to start staying 
awake at night fretting over what 
kind of remuneration will come to 
me for preaching. I am not going 
to do it. If You do not want THE 
SworD OF THE Lorp, then You let 
me know and we will kill it; and 
with some months of sacrifice and 
labor, we will pay off the debts. 
But if You want THE SWORD OF 
THE Lorp, then it is time for You 
to itake over the bills and pay 
them.” 

I reminded the Lord, “If You 
have a copy of THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp handy, just look at the front 
page! You'll see that Your name 
is in big type and my name 1s in 
small type. Your name is at the 
top and my name is at the bottom. 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD is Yours. 
I am just editing it to get out 
the Gospel, to stir revival fires, 
and to help people understand the 
Word of God, to make Christians 
into soul winners. If You don't 
want that kind of a paper, then 
You should say so. If you want 
that kind of a paper, then You 
should pay the bills. I'm not go- 
ing to fret about it. That would 
be a sin!” 

Then I went sweetly to sleep 
and rested in the Lord. 

The next night the pastor took 
an offering. When the pitiful gifts 
came in, then he added enough to 
it to make it $25 for nearly two- 
weeks’ work. That night I got 
on the train and headed for Dallas. 
There was not money enough for 
a berth so I slept in a chair-car, 
and slept like a babe in his moth- 
er’s arms. The next morning, aft- 
er we passed through a principal 
city, the porter came through the 
coach calling out, “Dr. Rice! Dr. 
Rice!"” He had a telegram for me. 
I opened it and found that my two 
secretaries had wired, ““Mr. 
has just sent you a check for 
$1,000 for your work.” 

The name was a name that I 
knew though I had never seen 
the man, thhad never written him, 
nor had any contact with him 
whatever. God had put it in his 
heart to send the gift where it 
was needed. 

I took that telegram and walked 
through the train. I felt as if I 
was driving Satan before me. 
Again I called him a liar, a de- 
ceiver, a crook. I told him I would 
never believe him again! I told 
Satan that the Lord had taken 
over THE SworD OF THE LORD and 
was going to pay the bills. 

Thank God, the Lord has taken 
over THE SWORD OF THE Lorp, I 
trust, and the other work of the 
Sword of the. Lord Foundation, 
and I trust He has taken me over, 
too, in some sense. 

I have gotten other thousand 
dollar gifts since then, and God 
has wonderfully, graciously an- 
swered prayer. But my heart sings 
with joy as I remember that time 
when I was sorely tested and 
tempted, but when I took the mat- 
ter to God in believing prayer, in 
bold prayer demanding that God 
take care of His work. Thank God, 
God answers the prayer of faith. 


I hope that every reader will 
memorize the blessed promise of 
Mark 11:24: 


“Therefore I say unto you, 
What things soever ye desire, 
when ye pray, believe that ye 
receive them, and ye shall have 
them.,”’ 


Oh, dear Christian, God is ex- 
ceeding abundantly able to do 
more than you can ask or think! 
Ask big things of God! Tell Him 
all the desire of your heart! Make 
sure that anything in your life 
that would hinder your faith is put 
away. Wait upon God, meditate 
on His Word, practice your faith. 
In colloquial language let me urge 
you to “stick out your neck!” Give 
God a ehance to prove that He 
is the Almighty God, the God who 
brought the children of Israel out 
of Egypt, the God of Hudson Tay- 
lor, of D. L. Moody, of George 


ad 


Muller, the God of other mighty 
saints of the past. | 
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The Editor’s Notes 


(Continued from page 1) 


Revival Return Engagement 
in High School Auditorium 


Sunday morning we spoke to 
e house full in Highfield United 
Baptist Church. Sunday night we 
rnoved, as planned, to the High 
School Auditorium. The lower 
floor was filled, and a number 
of people were in the balcony for 
this first Sunday night service, al- 
«ough most of the churches had 
their own regular services. The 
interest was deep, there was a 
solemn pledging of allegiance to 
God and cooperation in the re- 
vival, and a good many lost men 
and women held their hands for 
prayer, and one mature man was 
saved. 

Eighteen 


months ago in the 


same auditorium we saw 454 peo- 
gle claim Christ as Saviour in 
¢fteen days. The present cam- 
paign will last an extra week, and 
is preceded, we trust, by even 
more prayer and planning. May 
God give a mighty harvest! My 


own heart is so weary of the labor 
and planning and promotion and 
writing of the office work, that I 


jook forward with supreme joy 
40 the biggest business in the 
world—a great revival campaign. 


f will be speaking three and four 
‘Limes daily, including a daily Bible 
study period for Christians on soul 
winning, on prayer, on Holy Spirit 
power; including a daily radio 
broadcast and shop meetings fre- 
quently. Oh, for the breath of God! 
Oh, for the fullness of power as 
at Pentecost! 


Still Accepting a Few Dates 
for Union Revivals 

Friends will understand why we 
must refuse many, many invita- 
tions that come from far and near. 
Our time is so limited. But we 
will accept a few large union cam- 
paigns, God willing, during 1953 
ead ask our friends to pray that 
we may accept none but the very 
engagements God would have us 
io go to and where He can bless 
ihe most. 


Many Will Help Monthly 

on Sword Building Fund 

We are glad that God is lay- 
fog it on the hearts of a good 
anany people to give monthly to 
tne Sword Building Fund. This 
movement was begun by Pastor 
Millard Box who started out to 
give $10 per month as long as 
God provides. This kind of help 
fs absolutely essential. God will 
put it on the hearts of more 
people to give as the interest in- 
ereases and as our plans become 
icnown. But first of all, we must 
have the solid help, the regular 
help in such moderate amounts 
and small gifts as pecple can af- 
ford to give monthly in this build- 
ing fund for the Sword expansion 
program. Again we say, we are 
mot asking for all of the Lord's 
money that readers have, just for 
die part which God leads people 
to give in this great missionary 
cause of getting out the Gospel 
eround the world through THE 
SworpD OF THE LorD and our vari- 
ous enterprises. 

I got three days in my new 
office in the Singspiration Build- 
ing, recently purchased in Whea- 
ion. Painting, papering, installing 
book cases, removing a partition, 
building a closet, and moving in 
my desk and books, took lots of 
ime. Most of this was done by 
some of my loyal workers. Mrs. 
B. E. Aldridge, mother of my fine 
helper, Dave Aldridge, graciously 
made the beautiful drapes for my 
windows. I was happy to have 
three days, rushed, harried, and 
burdened days though they were, 
in the new office before leaving for 
the Moncton revival. 

Other offices in the new build- 
ing will care for Dr. McCall, our 
secretaries, Mrs. McCall, Mrs. 
#iandford and her retail book sales 
department. The Sword Book 
Room, our local book store, will 
be moved to the same building, 
while most of our workers remain 
jin the older Sword of the Lord 
building at 214 West Wesley, a 
block away. 

This new building will provide 
for our needs temporarily, but 
in a few months we anticipate that 
fhoth present buildings will be 
crowded. We must make long- 
range plans for a great building 
that will cost at least $250,000, 


hk... 


which will adequately house the 
Sword of the Lord Foundation and 
provide for our own printing plant, 
we trust. Our burdens are heavy, 
but we have clear leading from 
God for this expansion program. 
We know that spiritual readers 
wili prayerfully inquire of the 
Lord ito see how they can help 
on the Sword Building Fund, 


Subscriptions Pouring In! 

We rejoice that thousands cf 
subscriptions are coming in for 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD. The sub- 
scription offer is very simple. You 
may send three l-year subscrip- 
tions. for $5, or one 3-year sub- 
scriptions for $5. It may be either 
new or renewal, anywhere in the 
U.S., or addressed ito people in 
the U.S. armed services. (The 
Canadian and foreign subscrip- 
tion rate is three years for $6.50). 
And with every three subscriptions 
for $5, you can get my new book, 
223 pages, retailing for $2.25, 
What It Costs to Be a Good Chris- 
tian. The book is sent absolutely 
free with each $5 order for 3 sub- 
scriptions (or each Canadian or- 
der of $6.50 for-3 subscriptions). 
Or you may have absolutely free 
Halley’s Bible Handbook, 724 
pages of Bible information, free 
with each three yearly subscrip- 
tions for $5. Or you may simply 
get a credit slip and apply these 
credit slips on other premiums. For 
example, for thirty subscriptions 
at $50, you may have a $25 library 
of your own selection from our 
catalog, including all of our own 
books and the best books published 
by other Christian publishers. Or 
you may send sixty subscriptions 
for $100, and get a $50 library of 


Christian books, including any- 
thing we sell, books of your own 
choice or ours. Remember that 


thus for $100, you can get sixty 
subscriptions worth $120 at $2 a 
year, plus $50 worth of books, a 


‘total value for you of $160, for 


only $100. This is a remarkable 
bargain. Pastors and churches 
should take advantage of this of- 
fer to build the pastor’s library, 
or church and Sunday School li- 
braries, . 


Or you may get any of the var- 
ious fine premiums offered for 


subscriptions, including’ electric 
razor, camera, moving-picture 
camera, movie projector (either 


8mm silent or 16mm with sound); 
or you may get a record-player, 
bicycle, songbooks for 
church, or Speed-O-Print duplicat- 
ing machine to do your mimeo- 
graph work, or a tape recorder. 

We are deeply burdened about 
this subscription campaign. We 
ought to increase our subscription 
list by some 50,000 paid subscrip- 
tions in the next few weeks. Will 
you help us? Send your subscrip- 
tions to the Sword of the Lord, 
214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, 
Illinois. 


More By the Editor This Week 


This week we are a little embar- 
rassed that the editor’s long ser- 
mon, “‘Whosoever and Whatsoever 
When You Pray,” and the editorial, 
“Christians Ought to Vote,” are 
both in the same issue. We usually 
plan not to put in so much of our 
own writings in one issue. But the 
sermon had already been sent to 
the printer when we realized that 
this is the last chance we have 
to urge Christians to vote in the 
national election. Usually we have 
sermons of our own on hand for 
weeks and months that we can- 
not print because we do not want 
to overload the paper with the 
editor’s own writings. Yet your 
letters are very gracious, and we 
are grateful. We are sure you will 
be blessed this week by Evangel- 
ist Leslie Greening’s great sermon, 

“Signposts to Calvary,” and by 
marvelous Charles H. Spurgeon’s 
sermon on “The Comforter.” And 
you will be informed by Dr. Carl 
MclIntire’s review of the New Re- 
+ Standard Version of the Bi- 
ble. 


“Won’t You Lose Friends?” 
Yes! 

My secretary asked, “Won’t you 
lose friends by that editorial urg- 
ing people to vote against the cor- 
ruption of tthe New Deal?” I an- 
swered yes, that of course I would 
lose friends by that article. Of 


course we would rather keep all 


your| — 


of our friends. We would rather 
that all the people of God would 
see things as we do, or would 
love us and trust us the same 
when we differ from them. But 
that cannot be. It is always to 
be expected that the honest and 
truthful prophet of God will lose 
friends. Jesus said, ‘““Woe be unto 
you when all men speak well of 
you!” Blessed is the preacher who 
loses some friends for Jesus’ sake. 

And what will I gain if we lose 
readers for THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp, and lose friends who, al- 
though they may dislike the cor- 
ruption of the New Deal, like the 
rake-off that-some people get by 
its socialistic provisions, provided 
by taxes on the rest of us? What 
will I gain if I lose such friends? 

First, God willing, we will help 
to put out corruption in America, 
in the national government; help 
to reduce taxes on all of us; help 
to guarantee the freedom of pri- 
vate property from seizure by 
demagogues;. help to’ put down 
government by gangster-ridden 
city machines in Kansas City, New 
York City, Chicago, etc. We be- 
lieve and hope we can help Amer- 
ica. 


Second, we will gain the re- 
spect of people who want to know 
that the preacher will tell the 
truth whether he gains or loses 
by it. Blessed is the preacher who 
“swears to his own hurt, and 
changeth not.’ Friends who read 
THE SworD OF THE LorD wiil know 
that they can depend upon our 
editorial policy. We must ‘tell the 
truth as we see it. We nuust be 
against sin, though it loses us 
friends, though it loses subscribers. 
At least readers will know that 
the editor of THe Sworp has not 
been bluffed, has not been bribed, 
and can be counted on to tell the 
people the ittruth as he sees it. 
No Christian magazine is worth 
trusting which cannot be depended 
upon to do that. At least readers 
know that THE SworD OF THE LoRD 
has a certain integrity that is not 
influenced by public opinion. We 
may not always be correct in our 
judgment, but we intend, by God's 
grace, always to be honest and 
Sincere, and to speak, unafraid, 
the message which we believe is 
given to us by the Lord. 


And third, 
greatest 


we believe that the | 
blessing we can have, | 


even though we lose friends, is 
that we can ask for light from 
God and receive it, because God 
knows we will not smother the 
message nor change it to please 
men. We pray that God may keep 
us so He can always depend up- 
on us to speak what we believe 
is the message of God, whether it 
pleases men or not. Yes, we may 
lose friends by being outspoken 
against sin, but we must keep the 
road clear between us and Heaven, 
We must please God, even though 
we cannot always please men. 


And that leads us to earnestly 
plead that readers will pray for 
us. Pray that we may have the 
mind of God, that we may know 
His will and speak it boldly. Pray 
that we may have clear leading 
as we try to reach the multitudes 
with the Gospel message. Pray 
that God will help us carry our 
many, many burdens, ‘that He will 
provide for our needs financially, 
that He will increase the sub- 
scriptions of THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp until we reach one million 
homes with the Gospel every week. 
In Jesus’ name, pray for us. We 
need your prayers and we hum- 
bly plead for them 


Gospel Objeci 


RAREST or vce 


THE STORY OF THE CRUCIFIXION 


Thousands awakened to their need of 
Christ through this inspiring heart-touch- 
ing never failing object lessons. THREE 
COMPLETE prepared lessons, chart, direc- 
tions and story with each order. SURPRISE 
—13 samples. Gifts and Blood test lesson 
with each order. Price 40 cents. Stamps O.K. 


EVARETT MILLS—CHILDREN’S FRIEND 
1301 West 58th Place, Los Angeles 44, Calif. 
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FREE A NEW THANKSGIVING 
SONG, Join the Chorus of the 


Month Club. Write Sunshine Gos- - 


pel Mission, 604 N. Clark Street, 


Chicago 10, Illinois, Department S. | | 


CLERGY BENEFITS 


insurance at a SUBSTANTIAL DISCOUNT 


Professional religious workers— 
also YMCA, Salvation Army, pro- 
fessors, etc.—can get “preferred 
risk” life, health and accident poli- 
cies. No salesman will call on you. 
Write for “Bulletin SS”. Since 1900, 


MINISTERS LIFE & CASUALTY UNION 
128 W. Franklin Ave, © Minneapolis 4, Mina, 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD is in- 
vestigated and approved. 


“You May Buy With Confidence 
From Our Advertisers’”’ 


New Opportunity te give 
them a gospel witness by 
trained personal workers 


also in the service. aug 
Y Wer THE LORD IS GREATLY 
> BLESSING THIS PROGRAM 


Send 25c for a sample and outline. ' 


TRACT BAND BOX 888-AKRON 9, OHIO 
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TENTS 
NEW and USED 


Most popular sizes in stock for immediate 
delivery 
Any special size made to customers order. 
Write now for quotations 
ANCHOR SUPPLY COMPANY, INC. 
Evansville, Indiana 
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SCOFIELD BIBLES 


Pocket Size Scofields are now available. We have 
a complete line of Scofield Reference Bibles. You 
may choose from over 35 different styles of this 
famous Bible. Our service is prompt and as near 
as your nearest mail box. Drop us a pos 
today for full ordering information, 


FOWLERS CHRISTIAN BOOK STORE 
113 Main St., Hamburg, New York 
“Shop by mail and save” 
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“I would like to say once again 
how much THE Sworp means to 
me in my ministry. It prods me in- 
to new efforts, and wakes me up 
when I am getting sleepy and 
sick. It rebukes me for unfaithful- 
ness, and encourages me when the 


way is dark and difficult. One 
thing it does again and again: it 
fills me with an unshakable con- 
viction that whether as a Pastor 
or as a full time Evangelist, the 
greatest privilege and joy is the 
preaching of the Word of God.” 
Rev. D. J. Wilkinson 
Kenora, Ontario, Canada 
x % oo 


“Your article in the July 18th 
issue titled ‘Facing The Pierced 
Jesus,’ is one of the most pungently 
convincing and converting articles 
that I have had the pleasure to 
read in a VERY LONG TIME! 
God grant you many precious souls 
through its Spirit filled message. 

“What a message to the lost 
house of Israel! What an indict- 
ment of modernistic deniers of the 
truth! Thanks be to God that I 
received much spiritual strength 
from reading it.” 

W. M. R. 
Salisbury, Md. 
* % * 

“I am not joshing you folks 
when I tell you I really found out 
what the SworD was by somebody 
sending my name in for a few 
sample copies. I believe in your 
paper. I’m a Baptist because I try 
to be by the grace of my Savior a 
New Testament kind of Christian. ” 

P. IS: 
Hiawatha, Kansas 
+ * * 

“When I subscribed for the 
SWORD OF THE LORD a year ago, my 
husband subscribed too, not know- 
ing that I had subscribed. So I’ve 
been sending my extra paper to a 
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WHERE TENS OF THOUSANDS “y nope READERS FIND BIG VALUES 


L LITTLE SPACE 


WANTED 


Ohristian men and women to work and get 
paid for it. Earn a little extra money in 
your spare time or work full time selling 
Christian rifts and novelty items to 
Churches, Suriday Schools, Missionary 
Clubs, Sewing = Circles, and individuals. 
Write for free catalog and confidential 


: <<: | price list. 


WESTERN MISSION SUPPLY 
Calimesa, California 
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- Remember to say you saw 
it advertised in 
Baby Billboards 


5,000 6031504" WANTED 
> WORKERS 

to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, 
handsome Scripture mottoes, Scripture 
calendars, greeting cards. com- 
mare. Send for free catalog and price 
ist. 

George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 5W Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, Ill. 


certainly has enjoyed the paper. 
I bought quite a few of your books, 
and we enjoyed them very much, 
I have the book of prayer, also the 
book on the HOME, and others. 

“I will say I’ve never read any- 
thing that I enjoyed so much as 
THE SWORD OF THE LorpD. I’ve let 
quite a few people read it, they 
all seem to enjoy it.” 

Mrs. H. M. S. 
Moncton, N. B. 
* * * 

“Each week I look forward to 
the coming of THE SworRD OF THE 
Lorp. ‘When I read it I then pass 
it on so others will receive the 
spiritual food that is so badly 
needed in the world today. 

“All the articles in the paper are 
good, but I especially liked ‘Power 
of Prayer’ by Covell Keenum. 
Prayer to me is a very precious 
thing and very important.” 

Mrs. H. B. 
Mooresville, Ind. 
+ * * 

“I can’t do without THE SworbD 
OF THE Lorp. It helps me in my 
every day living and explains so 
many things and when I get in 
doubt of other’s teaching it helps 
me to get it straightened out and 
helps to clear them up too.” 

Mrs. S. 
Turner, Kansas 
* a * 

“Have been a constant reader 
of your wonderful paper for over 
10 years but past year have been 
moving around so much that I 
missed half of my papers and my 
subscription was out last month. I 
am very hungry for my SworRD so 
please get it to me.soon as possi- 
ble.” 

CC. 


sick friend in Sackville, and she 
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Yale, Okla, 
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